
EARLY LEARNING
The District continues to be dedicated to the success of the 
youngest members of the community.  Statistics strongly 
support the need for early-learning development, as 85 
percent of a child’s communication, critical thinking, and 
problem-solving skills are developed by age �ve.  Additional 
data shows a strong correlation between early literacy skills 
and a child’s chance for academic success.  Young children 
need positive in�uences to build this foundation and prepare 
them for success in school and in life.

The District launched the P2P Academy in May 2015 for 
families with children from birth to age six who reside in 
the Ephrata Area School District.  The P2P Academy helps 
to ensure all children start school with skills for success.  The 
Academy is comprised of three short online learning modules 
intended to assist families with teaching their children 
Kindergarten-readiness skills, preparing for their success in 
school, and positively strengthening the community. The 
modules include a short video, several questions to answer, 
and an opportunity to post and share feedback with other 
parents via an online message board.   Families can easily 
participate from a home computer or mobile device.  Since the 
P2P Academy was launched, approximately 40 families have 
completed the program, and it continues to grow.  

In addition, the District o�ers play dates held at local parks to 
help foster a relationship between the District and incoming 
students. Baby Mounts and Mini Mounts events are held at 
the Ephrata Public Library and feature a di�erent themed 
learning activity each month.   Mighty Mounts helps incoming 
Kindergarten students practice Kindergarten-readiness skills 
and become familiar with their schools.  Finally, Plant the Seed 
of Learning is a collaborative program across seven school 
districts with learning sessions held at WellSpan Ephrata 
Community Hospital and Lancaster General Health Women 
and Babies Hospital.

More information can be found on the Early Childhood 
Education page of the District website.
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The Ephrata Area 
Education Foundation  
is a non-pro�t organization 
dedicated to enriching the 
education of all students 
in the Ephrata Area School 
District.  Donations  have 
allowed teachers to pursue 
innovative programs 
beyond the standard 
curriculum. In addition, 
the following programs 
have been named  as 
Foundation Signature 
Projects and are funded 
fully by the Foundation: 
Coding Contest, Corny 
Days, P2P Early Learning 
Programs, Byrnes Health 
Education Center Field 
Trips, Quiz Bowl, and the 
VEX Robotics Club.

VENTURE GRANTS
A record number of �fteen Venture Grants valued at nearly $44,000 
were approved for the 2016-2017 school year.  For a complete list, 
please visit www.ephratafoundation.org.

THANK A+ TEACHER
The Thank A+ Teacher campaign is the perfect way to show your 
appreciation for the hard work of Ephrata Area School District 
teachers, administrators, and sta�.  All donated funds will be used 
for the Foundation Signature Projects.  The next Thank A+ Teacher 
giving opportunity will be from December 1 – 16, 2016.  Please 
check the website for more information.

www.ephratafoundation.org.

SAVE THE DATE
The third annual Purple and 
Gold Gala will be held at a 
new, larger location, Lancaster 
Country Club, on Saturday, 
February 25, 2017.  

WEBSITE  EphrataEducationFoundation.org
FACEBOOK  facebook.com/EASDEF

TWITTER  twitter.com/EphrataAreaEF

“ Creating a home environment that promotes 
healthy brain development can be one of 
the biggest gifts parents can give their son 
or daughter. Our P2P programs are designed 
to help support young families and future 
students and establish a solid foundation for 
a lifetime of learning.” 

- Dr. Jacy Clugston Hess  
District Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education
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