


THE WORLD STUDENTS WILL EXPERIENCE IS CHANGING AT A RAPID RATE. 
Gone are the days of factory-style education and a one-size-fits-all instructional model. 

The Ephrata Area School District aims 
to meet this need with its Life Ready 
Graduate initiative that will help students 
develop a variety of knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions beyond the state standards. 
The Life Ready Graduate profile collectively 
embodies a more comprehensive look at 
what students will need for the world 
they will encounter after graduation. 

“

“



COMPONENTS
ACQUIRE THE KNOWLEDGE

Content Mastery

Healthy Living, Wellness, & Self-Awareness

Civics, Leadership, & Service

Digital Literacy & Technological Proficiency

APPLY THE SKILLS

Communication

Critical Thinking & Problem Solving

Creativity & Innovation

Collaboration & Teamwork

DEMONSTRATE THE DISPOSITIONS

Honesty, Integrity, & Responsibility

Adaptability

Continual Learning & A Growth Mindset

Resilience & Grit



To recognize 

that a graduate is 

“Life Ready,” the 

District has developed 

CRITERIA and a 

TIMELINE to earn a 

Life Ready Graduate 

Certificate.  



ACADEMICS – Maintain an unweighted 
GPA higher than a 2.8 during junior and 
senior years

ATTENDANCE – Have a 98% attendance 
rate during his/her junior and senior years, 
including unexcused absences and unexcused 
tardies combined

COMPLETE THE ONLINE CIVICS AND 
FINANCIAL LITERACY COURSES 
by the end of first semester during senior 
year or take the face-to-face Government 
and/or Personal Finance courses at EHS

DISCIPLINE – No infractions that result 
in in-school suspension (ISS) or out-of-school 
suspension (OSS)

EXTRACURRICULAR – Complete with 
documentation any combination of 2 of the 3 
options below during junior and senior 
years.  A student may duplicate any of the 
three to satisfy the requirement.  
• Complete a season of an extracurricular

activity each year
• Volunteer for more than 20 hours each year
• Be employed for more than 40 hours each year

COMPLETE THE LIFE READY 
GRADUATE CAREER PORTFOLIO –
Counselors will assist with tracking career 
items and other items (such as video 
conferences) in student portfolios.

C R I T E R I A  fo r  L R G  C E RT I F I C AT E



Typically, it will be at the end of a student’s 
freshman year that the online Civics course will be 
unlocked and at the end of the sophomore year 
that online Financial Literacy will be unlocked.  

Students in the Class of 2022 may begin work on 
the online Civics course at the end of the 2018-19 
school year. Both courses must be completed by 
the end of the first semester of their senior year.

Students in the Classes of 2020 and 2021 may 
begin work on the online Civics course at the end 
of the 2017-18 school year and proceed to the 
online Financial Literacy class.  The first possible 
LRG Certified students will be the Class of 2020.  

T I M E L I N E



Q:  Which class will be the first with the option to be
offered the Life Ready Graduate Certificate?

A:  The Class of 2020

Q:  What is the timeline for seniors to be considered for
the LRG Certificate?

A:  Senior grades, discipline, and attendance are considered 
up until 3 days before graduation.  A one-page 
description of extracurricular requirements must be 
completed by April 15 of senior year (signed by Coach, 
Supervisor, etc.). The Civics and Financial Literacy 
courses must be completed by January of senior year.

Q:  What if a student defers taking online Civics to take Government in his/her junior year?

A:  A student may take Government in place of online Civics and Personal Finance in place 
of online Financial Literacy.  



Q:  How do students prove their extracurricular activities?

A:  Students will create a one-page “here is what I did” 
document.  The Coach,  Advisor, or Supervisor will sign 
off, and student completes the reflection area.

Q:  Why is this only for the junior and senior years?

A:  We chose not to count Grades 9 and 10 to allow for 
resilience and opportunity for growth.

Q:  Does Economics cover Personal Finance?  

A:  No. Econ doesn’t include the same practical content.  

Q:  What if something happens to a student in his/her senior year that keeps the student 
from completing these requirements?

A:  For all special circumstances, there is an appeal process where students can 
self-advocate.  


