2021-2022 News & Events
THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS IS MONDAY, AUGUST 30.
Please check the District website – www.easdpa.org – for important
COVID-19 communication, school and Districtwide events, and more.

INSTRUCTIONAL MODES
Three instructional modes will be offered at Ephrata Area School District this year.
1. In-Person learning will take place with students and staff engaged within our schools.
COVID mitigation strategies – including increased cleaning protocols and social
distancing – will be in place similar to last school year.
2. EVA-Flex will continue to offer virtual instruction identical to cyber charter programs,
including on-demand (asynchronous) instruction and optional scheduled live teacher
support. *
3. EVA-Live is a new option for the upcoming school year that will include a combination of
optional daily live (synchronous) lessons and on-demand (asynchronous) instruction.
Additionally, EVA-Live features regular teacher check-ins, “live-help” via online tutors
available during the school day, and weekly teacher office hours. *
* Both Ephrata Virtual Academy (EVA) options include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer & software
Local Contact Person
Ephrata High School Diploma
Mounts Tech Support
Opportunity to participate in EASD electives
on-site, sports, music, art, theater, & more
Life Ready Graduate Certification Eligibility
Internship Opportunities
Lancaster County CTC
Special Education Services

FREE MEALS
The USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) announced a set of nationwide waivers for the
2021-2022 school year which allows the Ephrata Area School District to continue to offer free
breakfasts and lunches this school year. It is still highly recommend that qualifying families
complete a free/reduced lunch application for additional benefits, including a variety of
reduced costs associated with school district, government, community, and utility costs.

The District will continue to post all Districtwide COVID-related
communication on the website – www.easdpa.org/covid including family survey responses, FAQs, the Health & Safety
Plan, COVID case dashboard, and more.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL HEALTH
District staff care deeply about the social and emotional health of their students. Over the past
few years, a variety of tools and screenings have been expanded to help gauge the overall
school climate associated with social-emotional health and give early indicators when individual
students may need additional intervention or support. These tools and screenings specifically
assess how students feel about school and themselves as a learner, including connectedness,
self-efficacy, and motivation, as well as attitudes and knowledge concerning anxiety,
depression, alcohol, drugs, and violence.

EPHRATA HIGH SCHOOL WELLNESS CENTER
The Wellness Center at Ephrata High School
recently underwent a renovation with funds
donated by the Ephrata Gridiron Club and
Orthopedic Associates of Lancaster. Work
began in the spring and was finished in early
August. The focal point of the new fitness
center is the eight lifting stations with
personalized purple and gold equipment
branded with the Ephrata logo. New rubber
flooring with a turf runway was also installed,
and there are new dumbbells with the Ephrata
“E”. Additionally, the entire facility was
painted, the sound system updated, and new
TVs installed. Some of the previous equipment
was kept, including all cardio machines.
“Honestly, the facility is even better than I could have imagined. It has been a great experience,
and the collaborations have really helped to create one of the best facilities around that will
benefit so many students in the Ephrata Area School District for years to come. All of the
personalized equipment will create excitement and a sense of pride among our students,” said
Josh Clair, EHS Physical Education and Health teacher.

EPHRATA HIGH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION

Renovations are currently underway at Ephrata High School, including construction of a building
addition. Improvements are being made to the areas surrounding the auditorium and to
increase space for the music program. Students were engaged in design reviews and provided
input regarding many of the final finishes, including keyboard-inspired flooring and a rainbow
pattern in the music area corridor. The building addition will house the Project Build a Better
Future program, Ephrata Virtual Academy (EVA), office space for the Technology and Student
Support Services departments, as well as an improved, handicap-accessible District Office
reception area and Board Room. Lastly, the HVAC system is being updated to utilize higher
efficiency equipment to lower energy costs, improve the indoor air quality through increased
ventilation and filtration, and create more comfortable learning spaces for students and staff
members.
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