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Mrs. Jan Kauffman Gr 9-12 Rok-Z/Life Skills ............................................. High School Counselor 
 

High School Department Supervisors  

AGRICULTURE ...................................................................... Mr. Josh Haupt 

ART .......................................................................................... Mr. Daniel Delaney 
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POLICY ON NON-DISCRIMINATION 
The Ephrata Area School District fully complies with federal, state, and local laws that prohibit discrimination in terms of admission 

to school programs, courses, or activities in terms of qualifying for scholarships, awards, or other benefits and in terms of 

employment procedures or practices.  The Ephrata Area School District will not discriminate in any of the above-mentioned 

programs because of race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, marital status, or non-relevant handicaps or disabilities. 

 

Furthermore, it is the policy of the school district to notify in writing, and by other means of communication, those with whom we 

associate that we believe in and operate under such a policy.  These communications will be sent to, but not limited to 

persons/agencies such as pupils and parents, school-related support groups, applicants for employment and teacher-placement 

agencies, scholarship and awards donors, vendors, the general public, etc.  In the event a person has questions regarding the school 

district's policies or desires to register a complaint relative to the operation of a policy, the following persons may be contacted as 

district compliance persons: 
 

Superintendent     Dr. Brian Troop (717) 721-1513 

Asst. Superintendent of Secondary Education   Dr. Richard Hornberger 

Asst. Superintendent of Elementary Education  Dr. Jacy Clugston Hess 

Title  VI     Asst. Superintendent for Elementary Education (717) 721-1513 
 

Title  IX           Asst. Superintendent for Elementary Education (717) 721-1513 
 

Sect. 504     Coordinator of Student Support Services (717) 721-1150 

Assistant Coordinator of Student Support Services (717) 721-1150 
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A Message from the Principal 

 
Welcome to the 2022-2023 Ephrata High School Educational Planning and Course Selection Guide! Course planning 

and registration for the next year are critical steps for a successful school experience. Please carefully review the 

information in this booklet. Through it you will find specific information about courses. Think carefully about your 

interests and your ability to “stay the course” as you decide to sign up for classes.  As you select your courses, consider 

these four crucial areas: 

• Graduation requirements and the required courses for your grade level – select those courses first. 

• Prerequisites (courses you must have successfully completed before taking a specific course). 

• The level of difficulty of the courses you select. 

• The recommended and required courses for your post-high school career and educational plans. 

 
Ephrata High School prepares students for adult life by attending to their intellectual and developmental needs and 

challenging them to achieve at their highest possible level.  In conjunction with families and other community 

institutions, Ephrata High School prepares students to become self-directed, life-long learners and responsible, involved 

citizens.   

 
Together with parents, families and community institutions, Ephrata High School provides opportunities for students 

to: acquire knowledge and skills, develop integrity, process information, think critically, work independently, 

collaborate with others, and adapt to change. 

 
We are strongly committed to equity for all students.  Because of this commitment, we have designed courses to meet 

the needs of all students and to offer all students a number of ways in which they can be successful. Our e-lab Credit 

Recovery program is one example of how students can learn and meet graduation requirements in a different type of 

school environment.   

  

Curriculum and instruction at Ephrata High School provides all students opportunities to develop the skills of analysis, 

synthesis, evaluation and problem-solving, and information literacy.  Our focus is on the development of abilities needed 

to succeed in work and in advanced education. For more detailed information about each course (including the course 

syllabus), be sure to visit the EASD Curriculum webpage. 

 
We are committed to student engagement or finding ways to enable all students to give their very best efforts in their 

academic pursuits. Our Enrichment Courses are also designed to allow students to improve their basic academic 

knowledge.   

 
We encourage all students to be active participants in the school by communicating with adults about areas in which the 

school may improve for students.   

 
Parents, I encourage you to read this guide with your children. The more parents understand the process and the options, 

the better we will be able to ensure a successful year for your son and/or daughter. If any student or parent has questions 

about the information in this guide, please contact your student’s school counselor. We are pleased to offer new courses. 

This graphic symbol identifies the new courses:  

 

 

Any changes or modification to this guidebook that may occur following its publication can be found on the Ephrata 

High School Counseling website: https://easdpa.org/schools/ephrata-high-school/ephrata-high-school-guidance-

department/  

 
The Ephrata Family of teachers, administrators and support staff looks forward to our relationships with students and 

parents. 

 
Dr. Scott Galen 

Ephrata High School Principal 

 

https://easdpa.org/district-information/curriculum/
https://easdpa.org/schools/ephrata-high-school/ephrata-high-school-guidance-department/
https://easdpa.org/schools/ephrata-high-school/ephrata-high-school-guidance-department/
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The Educational Planning and Course Selection Guide provides information for students and parents to help prepare 

and plan the student’s secondary school program.  It contains information about the educational opportunities offered at 

Ephrata High School which will enable students to plan programs of studies best suited to their interests, aptitudes, 

abilities, needs, and educational and career goals.   

 
Students and parents are responsible for selecting courses that enable students to meet the requirements of future plans.  

Teachers and counselors are available to assist the student and parents in the selection process.  Students will meet with 

school counselors to finalize their course selections.  Counselors can be contacted by calling 721-1478 to arrange an 

appointment. Students are assigned to counselors as listed below: 
 

Mr. Steve Habowski ............Last Names A-Di/Gifted  

Ms. Kerri Batdorf ................Last Names Dj-Ko/Emotional Support 

Mrs. Theresa Davies ............Last Names Kp-Roj 

Mrs. Jan Kauffman ..............Last Names Rok-Z/Life Skills 

Mrs. Susan Ditzler ...............EHS Counseling Administrative Assistant  

 
 

CAREER PLANNING AND DECISIONS 
Brainstorming – Now is the time to ask “What do I think I would like to do after my schooling is finished?” Factors 

that you should consider when thinking about this question include: what do I like to do (INTERESTS), what do I 

think I’m good at (SKILLS), what things are most important to me (VALUES), and who am I (PERSONALITY)? But 

don’t worry; there is a lot of information out there on the Internet to help you work through this process (it’s a process 

that will take you the next 4 years to work through, but NOW is the time to start).  

 

 

Thinking Beyond High School  

Before discussing the course options that are available for you to take next year, it is important that you consider what 

you want after the next four years. Below are a few of the most common post-secondary (after high school) options.  

 4-year college / 2-year school (college, technical, business, or trade school)  

 Employment immediately after high school  

 Military  

 
This decision is an important one because it will help guide you in the direction to choose the classes that will be most 

beneficial to prepare you for that choice. For example, if you are planning on continuing your education after high 

school at a four-year college, most will require courses such as Algebra (I and II), Geometry.  

 

 

 

GREAT WEB RESOURCES: 
EHS Counseling Website: This is the high school’s guidance web page. It contains great information about careers as 

well as information about many aspects of high school life. https://easdpa.org/schools/ephrata-high-

school/ephrata-high-school-guidance-department/ 

 
Naviance Website: This is the Internet based career exploration and planning tool that you will use in the High School.  

Throughout your high school years, you will continue to develop your portfolio, explore, and experience different career 

interests. Login through Basecamp (basecamp.easdpa.org) or https://student.naviance.com/auth/fclookup   
 

https://easdpa.org/schools/ephrata-high-school/ephrata-high-school-guidance-department/
https://easdpa.org/schools/ephrata-high-school/ephrata-high-school-guidance-department/
https://student.naviance.com/auth/fclookup
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MASTER SCHEDULE CONSTRUCTION 
Students are presented with course information as well as selection of course requests during February/March of each 

year.  Based upon course request information, the administration builds the master schedule which reflects the interests 

of our students.  Course sections are determined by the initial requests and teacher availability.  Adjustments are made 

to reduce scheduling conflicts and to help students take as many of their selected courses as possible.    

 
The entire process takes about four months. The objective is to fulfill as many students’ course requests as possible.  It 

is not the purpose of this master schedule process to accommodate course change requests after the initial sign-

up period.  Therefore, it is strongly suggested that careful consideration to course selection be given during the initial 

sign-up phase of the process.  The listing of a course does not guarantee that the course will be taught. In the event of 

insufficient registration and/or staffing or facilities limitations, the administration reserves the right to cancel any course 

or limit enrollment in that course. 
 

 

 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 
CAREFUL ATTENTION TO COURSE SELECTION IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL.  Each student’s course request 

will be considered complete as of March 31st and there will be NO schedule changes without cause.  The following 

are circumstances under which schedule changes may be made after this date: 

1. A student’s schedule is incorrect due to: 

• Alteration, without knowledge, to facilitate scheduling 

• A computer data entry error 

• An unbalanced schedule (example: 2 Study Halls scheduled the same semester) 

 
2. To meet the requirements of a special program: 

• Learning Support 

• English Language Learners Program (ELL) 

• Career and Technology Center 

• Keystone Exam Enrichment 

 
3. A student or teacher requests a schedule change because the student failed the class previously with that 

teacher. 

 

4. To meet graduation requirements when courses are failed in the senior year. 
 

A student is expected to remain in a course for its full term.  Withdrawing from a course after the 8th day of the 

semester/year will result in the student receiving a Withdrew Failing (“WF”) grade for each marking period the course 

is offered as well as a final grade. Be sure to consult the current Ephrata High School Student Handbook for academic 

eligibility implications of receiving a “WF”. 

 

 

 

 

REPEATING A COURSE 

 
If a student repeats and passes a core subject area course that he/she did not fail the first time, he/she will receive credit 

for both classes - one will be an elective credit, while the other will count as a core subject areas credit after the course 

is passed for the second time.  Both grades will be factored into the student’s GPA.   
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HONORS CRITERIA * 

Letter Grade Numerical 
Average 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Outstanding Achievement 
A 93-100 4.00 4.50 5.00 
A- 90-92 3.67 4.17 4.67 

High Achievement 
B+ 87-89 3.33 3.83 4.33 
B 83-86 3.00 3.50 4.00 
B- 80-82 2.67 3.17 3.67 

Satisfactory Achievement 
C+ 77-79 2.33 2.83 3.33 
C 73-76 2.00 2.50 3.00 
C- 70-72 1.67 2.17 2.67 

Minimal Achievement 
D+ 67-69 1.33 1.83 2.33 
D 63-66 1.00 1.50 2.00 
D- 60-62 0.67 1.17 1.67 

Failure to Achieve Minimal Course Requirements 
F 0-59 0.00 0.00 0.00 

*Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, numerical averages will change for “+” grades, which will include 87, 77 

and 67%.  Standard grades of B, C, and D will be 83-86, 73-76 and 63-66% as noted above. 
 

WEIGHTED COURSES 

 
Level two and three courses are more rigorous, and as such, provide a boost in weighted GPA. The above chart shows 

the numerical value for grades earned at each course level.  Typically, “Honors” courses are level 2, and “AP/College” 

courses are level 3 courses. 
 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE 

 
Official Grade Point Averages (GPAs) are calculated at the end of the first semester and the end of the academic year. 

All courses with the exception of special marks (grades of “P”, “M”, and “I”) and Internship are used in GPA 

calculations.  Students will have both the Academic (weighted) and Standard (unweighted) GPA calculated at the times 

listed above. A student’s GPA and Class Rank are considered confidential information and will only be released to 

academic institutions, scholarships, National Honor Society organizations, or as requested by the student/parent. 

Standard (Unweighted) Example Calculation 

Course Letter 

Grade 

Numerical Value – found 

in Honors Criteria chart 

above 

Credit Total 

Honors Lang & Lit II A 4 1.0 4.0 

Biology  B 3 1.0 3.0 

American History A 4 1.0 4.0 

Intro Drawing C 2 0.5 1.0 

AP Calculus B 3  1.0 3.0 

Wellness/PE A 4 0.5 2.0 

   5.0 17.00 

   Take total 17.00 divided by 5.0 credits = 3.40 GPA (unweighted) 
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Academic (Weighted) Example Calculation 

Course Letter 

Grade 

Numerical Value – found in 

Honors Criteria chart above 

Credit Total 

Honors Lang & Lit II 

(level II) 

A 4.5 (level II class) 1.0 4.5 

Biology  B 3 1.0 3.0 

American History A 4 1.0 4.0 

Intro Drawing C 2 0.5 1.0 

AP Calculus (level 

III) 

B 4 (level III class) 1.0 4.0 

Wellness/PE A 4 0.5 2.0 

   5.0 18.5 

  Take total 18.5 divided by 5.0 credits = 3.70 GPA (weighted) 

 

GPA CALCULATOR 
 

An Excel spreadsheet to calculate GPA has been created by the High School Counseling Department and is available 

for download from the EHS Counseling webpage.  This is a wonderful tool to help with GPA calculations as well as 

projections. 
 

 

PROMOTION CRITERIA  

 
Promotion Criteria – Students need to earn the following minimum credits to be assigned to the next grade: 

A. 4.5 credits to be assigned to a 10th grade homeroom 

B. 10 credits to be assigned to a 11th grade homeroom 

C. 17 credits to be assigned to a 12th grade homeroom 

*Summer school credits are included in the above totals. 

 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR EPHRATA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 

Course Credits 

Language Arts 4.0 

Mathematics 4.0 

Science 3.0 

Social Studies 3.0 

Arts and Humanities/Electives 8.5 

Wellness/Physical Education 1.5 

Total 24 

 
 

1. All students must meet the above local credit requirements.  

2. All students must meet Act 158 requirements as detailed in the diagram below. 

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) created graduation requirements which will help guarantee that a high 

school diploma reflects the skills and knowledge graduating students need to be successful in college and the workplace 

in an increasingly complex and challenging economy.  These requirements are designed to help all students demonstrate 

proficiency in state academic standards.  Through the Standards Aligned System (SAS) website, PDE provides 

downloadable resources, general information, and frequently asked questions regarding graduation requirements. 

https://easdpa.org/schools/ephrata-high-school/ephrata-high-school-guidance-department/ehs-transcripts-gpa/
http://www.pdesas.org/module/assessment/pages/Graduation/
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For additional detailed information about Act 158, please be sure to check out the EASD Graduation webpage. 

 

TYPICAL SCHEDULING PATTERNS 

 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
Language Arts (1 credit) Language Arts (1 credit) Language Arts (1 credit) Language Arts (1 credit) 

World History (1 credit) American History (1 credit) Social Studies (1 credit)  

Mathematics (1 credit) Mathematics (1 credit) Mathematics (1 credit) Mathematics (1 credit) 

Science (1 credit) Science (1 credit) Science (1 credit)  

Wellness/PE (0.5credit) Wellness/PE (0.5 credit)  Wellness/PE (0.5 credit)  

   Minimum of 

2.5 Elective Credits 2.5 Elective Credits 2.5 Elective Credits 3 Elective Credits 
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LIFE READY GRADUATE 

 
The world students will experience is changing at a rapid rate. Gone are the days of factory-style education and a one-

size-fits-all instructional model. The Ephrata Area School District aims to meet this need with its Life Ready Graduate 

initiative that will help students develop a variety of knowledge, skills, and dispositions beyond the state standards. The 

Life Ready Graduate profile collectively embodies a more comprehensive look at what students will need for the world 

they will encounter after graduation.  

 

The Life Ready Graduate is driven by three pillars: Knowledge, Skills, and Dispositions.  

 

• KNOWLEDGE - Content Mastery; Healthy Living, Wellness, and Self-Awareness; Civics, Leadership, and Service; 

and Digital Literacy and Technological Proficiency. 

• SKILLS - Communication; Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Creativity and Innovation; and Collaboration and 

Teamwork.  

• DISPOSITIONS - Honesty, Integrity, and Responsibility; Adaptability; Continual Learning and a Growth Mindset; 

and Resilience and Grit. 

 

To recognize that a student is life ready, the District has developed criteria and a timeline to earn a Life Ready Graduate 

Certificate.  

 

Criteria: 

• Academics - maintain an unweighted GPA higher than a 2.8 during junior and senior year.Attendance - 

have a 98% attendance rate - including unexcused absence and unexcused tardies combined during his/her 

junior and senior. 

• Complete the online Civics and Financial Literacy courses by the end of first semester during senior year or 

take the face to face Government and/or Personal Finance courses at EHS.  

• Discipline - No infractions that result in in-school or out-of-school suspension. 

• Extracurricular – complete with documentation any combination of 2 of the 3 options below.   A student 

may duplicate any of the 3 to satisfy the requirement.  

1. Complete a season of an extracurricular activity each year. 

2. Volunteer for greater than 20 hours each year. 

3. Employment of more than 40 hours each year. 

• Complete the Life Ready Graduate Career Portfolio – counselors will assist with tracking career items and 

other items (such as video conferences) in student portfolios 

 

ONLINE COURSE OPTIONS 

 

Please be advised that a number of courses have online versions, and some sections may become full online 

at which point you need to make a decision about continuing in that course. 

 

 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

English Language Learners (ELL): a program available to students whose first language is not English.  Participation 

in this program is determined by English Language Proficiency Assessments. Mrs. Sarah May is the contact person for 

this program. 

 

Learning Support: The Pennsylvania State Department of Public Instruction and the Ephrata Area School District offer 

Learning Support classes for students who meet the criteria established. 
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Summer School Program: Available to students in the Ephrata Area School District. Participation in this program is 

available to students who have failed courses during the school year and desire to make up credits.  A fee is charged for 

summer school classes.   

 

Career and Technology Center Introductory Cluster Programs: Half day pre-vocational programs are offered by 

the Lancaster County Career and Technology Centers for 11th grade students. All CTC Cluster programs for Ephrata 

High School students are offered at the Brownstown CTC campus.    

 

Career and Technology Center Full Day Senior Program: The CTC provides approximately 50 programs for high 

school seniors interested in learning a career. LCCTC campuses are located in Brownstown, Mount Joy and Willow 

Street.  More information can be found later in this planning guide, or online at: http://lancasterctc.edu/   

 

Gifted Education:  Enrichment opportunities are available for those students who meet the criteria established.  

  

http://lancasterctc.edu/
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RECOGNIZED EXTRACURRICULAR PROGRAMS 

 
ATHLETICS 

Baseball  

Basketball (Boys & Girls) 

Bowling  

Cheerleading  

Cross Country (Boys & Girls) 

Field Hockey  

Football  

Golf 

Lacrosse (Boys & Girls) 

Rifle 

Soccer (Boys & Girls) 

Softball 

Swimming (Boys & Girls) 

Tennis (Boys & Girls) 

Track & Field (Boys & Girls) 

Unified Track 

Volleyball (Boys & Girls)  

Winter Track (Boys & Girls)  

Wrestling 

 

ACTIVITIES/CLUBS 

Art National Honor Society 
Aveidum 

Bible Study 

Camerata Singers  

Chess Club  

Class Officers  

Cloisterette Yearbook  

Dance Team 

Debate Club 

E-Sports 

Fall Play  

FFA   

Friends of Rachel 

Gay-Straight Alliance Club  

German National Honor Society 

Investment Club 

Jazz Band  

LEO Club 

Link Crew  

   Marching Band 

  

Mini Thon 
Mountain Bike Club 

Mountaineer Newspaper  

National Honor Society  

National Science Honor Society 

Otaku Club 

PA Health Occupations Students 

of America 

Percussion Ensemble 

Prom Committee  

Quiz Bowl  

Robotics Club 

School Board Student 

Representative 

Ski and Snowboard Club  

Spanish National Honor Society 

Spring Musical  

Student Athletic Trainer  

Student Council  

Tri-M (Music Honor Society) 

 
 

NCAA COLLEGE-BOUND ATHLETES 

 
Students intending to pursue Division I or II athletics in college must meet certain eligibility requirements.  Below is a 

summary of the criteria for eligibility. For more information, please see your school counselor or visit 

www.eligibilitycenter.org for specific eligibility criteria.  

 
Checklist for College – Bound Student Athletes: 

 Register for a Profile Page or Certification Account at the beginning of your sophomore year at 

eligibilitycenter.org  

 Send your transcript to the NCAA Eligibility Center at the end of your junior year (through your NCAA 

clearinghouse account). 

 Take the ACT or SAT your junior year and use the code “9999” to have your official scores sent directly to the 

NCAA Eligibility Center. 

 Check with your high school counselor to make sure you are on track to graduate on time with your class and 

have the required amount of core courses. 

 Request your final amateurism certification to make sure you are on track to graduate on time with your class and 

have the required amount of core classes. 

 At the end of your senior year, request a final transcript (with proof of graduation) be sent to the NCAA 

clearinghouse account.  

Go to http://web1.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool to see a listing of approved 

Ephrata High School NCAA courses. Our 6 Digit CEEB Code is 391265  

 

Please Note: If a student plans to participate in intercollegiate athletics at a NCAA Division I or II 

college, it is the student’s responsibility to check to make sure he/she meets NCAA course requirements. 

Please see your counselor if there are questions. 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://web1.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool
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COLLEGE ADMISSION 
 

Admission requirements to various institutions vary considerably. EHS Counselors are familiar with current college 

admission procedures and are available to confer with students about future education plans. It is recommended that 

parents, in addition to students, utilize this educational planning guide to take the coursework necessary to meet the 

requirements for enrollment in post-secondary institutions.    

 

 
PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is a two hour and 

forty-five minutes test that is taken mostly by high school juniors. The College Entrance Examination Board (College 

Board) and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation administer the test once each year in October. Sophomores are 

also welcome to take the test for practice (as well as freshmen in the Gifted Program). Students who wish to be 

considered for the National Merit Scholarship competition must take this test in the junior year. The test is free for EHS 

students and is administered at Ephrata High School on the second Wednesday in October (students must sign up in the 

EHS Counseling Office).  Students are encouraged to use their PSAT test scores to develop a study plan through 

integrated resources on the Khan Academy webpage to improve areas of need. 

The SAT Test is a globally recognized college admission test that lets you show colleges what you know and how well 

you can apply that knowledge. It tests your knowledge of reading and math — subjects that are taught everyday in high 

school classrooms. Most students take the SAT during their junior or senior year of high school.  A large percentage of 

four-year (very few two year) colleges and universities use the SAT as one of the factors related to admission decisions.  

The SAT is focused on the skills and knowledge at the heart of education. It measures what you learn in high school 

and what you need to succeed in college.  The SAT is offered at Ephrata High School during the March, May, and 

October test dates, as well as locally during other testing dates.  More information can be found on the collegeboard.org 

website.  Students who receive free or reduced lunch are eligible for fee waivers to take this exam twice for free.  

Students should see their counselor for more details/information. 

The ACT Test is a national college admissions examination that consists of subject area tests in: English, Mathematics, 

Reading, and Science.  The ACT Plus Writing includes the four subject area tests plus a 30-minute Writing Test.  ACT 

results are accepted by all four-year colleges and universities in the U.S.  This test is offered at a number of local high 

schools throughout the academic year. 

Advanced Placement (AP) is a program created by the College Board offering college-level curriculum and 

examinations to high school students. American colleges often grant placement, course credit or both to students who 

obtain high scores on the examinations. The AP curriculum for the various subjects is created for the College Board by 

a panel of experts and college-level educators in each subject.  In AP classrooms, the focus is not on memorizing facts 

and figures. Instead you'll engage in intense discussions, solve problems collaboratively, and learn to write clearly and 

persuasively.  AP courses can help you acquire the skills and habits you'll need to be successful in college. You'll 

improve your writing skills, sharpen your problem-solving abilities, and develop time management skills, discipline, 

and study habits. 

Ephrata High School typically offers 10-13 AP courses each year.  All AP courses have a weight of 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/writing/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_Board
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curriculum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Course_credit
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Calendar for College Admissions: While the actual process of finding the right college usually begins during 

a student’s junior year, the planning process starts much earlier. Below is an outline of the typical steps 

involved. Please be sure to consult the EHS Counseling Department website, Naviance Student, and your 

school counselor for more specific information.  

 

Freshman/Sophomore 

 

NCAA Athletics  
 If you think you may be interested in college athletics, be sure to check out the NCAA college athletics 

webpage.  

Take Rigorous Courses  
 A strong academic schedule and good grades can help with both college admissions and merit 

scholarships. This is one of the most important factors colleges use when reviewing applications.  

Participate in Extracurricular Activities 
 Leadership roles are extremely valuable – seek these out.   

Job Shadow 
 Take time to find out what it is like to be in a specific profession you may be interested in. 

August 
 Freshmen – Attend Link Crew Orientation to become better acquainted with the high school! 

 Freshmen – Attend Cruises the Halls program and 9th Grade Orientation evening meeting. 

 Sophomore - Review your transcript to evaluate your GPA. 

October 
 Sophomores (Freshmen in the Gifted program) - Take the PSAT at EHS. 

 Freshmen - Attend individual Freshmen Transition meeting with your counselor. 

 Attend financial aid night at EHS. 

November 
 Attend the College Fair at Conestoga Valley High School to learn more about the college process – it’s 

never too early. 

December 
  Learn more about career possibilities by analyzing interests and skills in Naviance Student. 

 Sophomores - Review PSAT scores and link these with Khan Academy.  Begin to work on areas that you 

may have struggled with on the PSAT.   

 Sophomores – Attend individual Sophomore Transition meeting with your counselor. 

January 
 Begin to check out colleges – Naviance Student is an excellent resource that allows easy comparison 

between schools. 

February - June 
 Select challenging courses for next year. 

 Create a college notebook – you’ll be getting lots of college information as a result of taking the PSAT in 

October and keeping a notebook will help you stayed organized. 

 Pin colleges to your list in Naviance. 

 Update your Naviance portfolio. 

 Attend the local PACAC College Fair (Google for local fair location and dates). 
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Utilizing the Pathway/Cluster Model to Assist with Course Selection 
 

Ephrata High School utilizes the Pathway/Cluster model to assist students in planning appropriate course options that will 

help them reach their post-secondary goals based on their interests and skills.  A Pathway is broad grouping of careers 

that share similar characteristics and whose employment requirements call for many common interests, strengths and 

competencies.  Clusters are further refinement of career groupings that can be found within the Career Pathway. 

 

Why should you choose a Career Pathway/Cluster? 

• To help focus on career areas that matches your interests. 

• To help set goals and develop a comprehensive course plan for your high school years. 

• To provide insight into future career options and how they relate to your academic plan. 

PA Career Pathways: 

• Arts and Communications Pathway, Business, Finance & Technology Pathway, Engineering & Industrial 

Technology Pathway, Human Services Pathway, Science and Health Pathway 

Students will also select a Post Secondary goal to provide a direction for the path they would like to take after high school.  

Options for Post Secondary goals are indicated below.  Post Secondary Goals are utilized by your school counselor and 

teachers to help make sure you are doing the things necessary to meet those goals at the end of your high school career.   

For example, your Junior Transition meeting in January of 11th grade will be geared to providing specific information for 

your goal. If you are interested in obtaining your Bachelors degree we will discuss standardized testing (SAT/ACT), 

searching/researching colleges, college visits, etc.  If you are interested in military options, our discussion will be based 

on ASVAB testing, recruiter contacts, etc.  If you interested in employment, we will discuss career readiness skills, 

resources for obtaining employment before graduation, etc.. 

 

Post Secondary 

Goals 

Option Examples 

Employment 

On-the-Job Training - Employer-designed training established for the worker to gain the 

necessary work skills while he/she is getting paid on the job. 

Apprenticeship Programs - are industry-based programs.  They consist of educational 

training while you are employed and working.  Apprentices are paid as they attend work and 

classes. Upon completion, the worker will gain journeyman status in the specific industry (3-4 

years in length).  

Military 
All branches of the military have skilled training for 3 years or more. Students can use their GI 

Bill to help pay for college.   

Education 

Apprenticeship Programs - Industry-based program training works on the job and in a 

classroom setting as well. Upon completion, the worker will gain journeyman status in the 

specific industry (3-4 years in length). Apprentices are paid as they go to school. 

Diploma/Certificate Program - Short-term programs of 6 months to 1 year to acquire 

specific skills in order to gain employment at the entry level. These programs may be found at 

technical schools, community colleges, junior college, and even some universities. 

Associate’s Degree - These are 2-year degrees that enable the individual to gain entry-level 

employment in a specific career. Often, these workers will begin employment after 2 years of 

school and then obtain future degrees at the employer’s expense. Typical locations are 

community and junior colleges. Technical schools and most universities offer associate degree 

programs.  

Bachelor’s Degree - These are 4-year degrees with a combination of general education course 

work and specific major. They can be liberal arts colleges, private colleges, public colleges, or 

universities. 

Graduate/Professional Degree Programs - These are the post-graduate fields such as law, 

medicine, and Ph. D or other professional fields, typically 1 to 5 years beyond a bachelor’s 

degree. 
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Selecting Your Pathways/Post Secondary Goals 

 
Grades 9-10:  Your task will be to determine the tentative Pathway and Post Secondary Goal that you have at this time.  

To assist you, be sure to consult/utilize the following resources: 

• Community Portal – Your current Pathway can be found on your schedule (period 10). 

• Naviance Student (see info on next page) 

• Pathways overview pages. 

• EHS Counseling Department website. 

Pathways/Post Secondary Goals Matrix 

 
Arts & 

Communication 

Business, 

Finance & 

Information 

Technology 

Engineering & 

Industrial 

Technology 

Science and 

Health 

Human 

Services  

Employment      

Military      

Education      

 

Grades 11-12:  In addition to selecting your Pathway and Post Secondary Goal (which you have done over the past 2 

years), you will also be selecting a Career Cluster within your Pathway.  There are 16 national Career Clusters which 

are smaller groupings of occupations within each Pathway. 

 

What if I change my mind about my Pathway or Post Secondary Goals? 

• Not a problem at all.  Don’t worry.  Let your counselor know and he/she will meet with you and provide you 

with the resources/information needed to make the adjustment. 

 

Does the selection of my Pathway or Post Secondary Goal limit my course options? 

• Not at all -  you will still need to take all graduation requirements that were previously listed. 

• The only limitations placed on course options are related to adademic prerequisites. 

 

 

Long Range Course Planning 
Students and their parents are encouraged to develop a 

tentative four year course plan during the students 9th 

grade year.  Then during each subsequent year, review that 

plan and make the necessary modfications to ensure that 

the plan addresses Pathway and Post Secondary goals. 

 

The EHS Planning Sheet is available on the Counseling 

website in both Microsoft Word and PDF format. 
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Utilizing Naviance Student  

 
Log-in to Naviance through Basecamp.  

 
Naviance Family Connection is an excellent resource for career research.  For each Career Cluster and Focus Area, 

students can see an overview, credentials, related careers, related majors and even a plan of study.  The information 

contained in this program will help students differentiate between the 16 Career Clusters and Focus Areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster County Profile  - https://www.workstats.dli.pa.gov/Products/CountyProfiles/Pages/default.aspx 

 
County Profiles are a compilation of selected economic, geographic and demographic data for Pennsylvania's 67 

counties. This statistical snapshot includes information in the following areas: 

• Map of Pennsylvania with the county highlighted 

• Population of the county (total, projected and age distribution) 

• Online Job Postings 

• Labor Force and unemployment rate 

• Personal income (per capita, total and median household) 

• Major employers 

• Employment and wages by industry sector 

• Wages by major occupational group  

https://www.workstats.dli.pa.gov/Products/CountyProfiles/Pages/default.aspx
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This Pathway is designed to cultivate students’ awareness, interpretation, application and production of visual, verbal 

and written work. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

. 

Are you interested in… Can you… Do you enjoy… 
 

➢ News Reporting and Writing 

➢ Interviewing and Reviewing 

➢ Multi-Media Productions 

➢ Acting 

➢ Radio, TV, Film, Video 

➢ Band, Orchestra, Choir 

➢ Drawing, Painting/Creative 

 

➢ Sing/Play an Instrument 

➢ Be Creative 

➢ Act 

➢ Articulate Clearly 

➢ Write/Conduct Interviews 

➢ Meet Deadlines 

➢ Draw/Sculpture 

 

➢ Writing 

➢ Making Videos 

➢ Working with Film Props 

➢ Seeking Creative Ideas 

➢ Preforming in Front of a Live 

Audience 

➢ Working with Computers 

 

Arts, Audio/Video Technology & 

Communications   

(more info link) 

Career 

Cluster(s) 

Focus Areas 

 
1. Audio & Video Technology and 

Film 

2. Journalism and Broadcasting 

3. Performing Arts 

4. Printing Technology 

5. Telecommunications 

6. Visual Arts 

Arts, Audio/Video Technology and 

Communication Pathway 

 

Career 

Pathway 

http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/5/Arts%2BAudio%2BAV%2BTech%2BCommunications.pdf
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Arts, Audio/Video Technology & Communications Pathway Occupations: 

Cluster Sample Occupations 

Arts, Audio/Video 

Technology & 

Communications 

Actor, Audio-visual designer and engineer, Broadcast technician, Commercial 

artist, Computer animator, Curator/gallery manager, Director and coach, Fashion 

designer, Journalist, Musician, Printing equipment operator, Videographer, 

Webpage designer 
 

 

 

EHS Arts and Communications Pathway Electives 
Honors Journalism 

Humanities I/II 

Creative Writing 

AP Seminar 

AP Research 

Intro/Advanced Drawing 

Intro/Advanced Painting 

Intro/Advanced Design 

Intro/Advanced Clay 

Art Concentration 

Internship/Co-op  

Interior Design 

Childcare and Development 

Advanced Childcare 

Relationships 

Foods & Nutrition 

Culinary Arts 

Interior Design 

Clothing and Design I/II 

College Bound 

Choir/Orchestra/Band  

Honors Music 

Voice I 

Voice II 

Music Theory I/II 

AP Music Theory 

Guitar I/II 

American Musical Theatre 

Computer Animation 

Intro to Communications 

  

Graphic Design I/II 

Digital Photography 

Advanced Photography 

Web Design 

Intro to Vid Productions 

TV Video Studio I/II 

Spanish I,II,III,IV, AP 

German I,II,III,IV, AP 

Mandarin Chinese 1 

 

CTC Program Offerings: Commercial Art, Digital Design/Print Media, Photography & Digital imaging, 

Interactive Media 

  

  

Look for this icon for elective offerings in the Arts. 
Audio/Video Technology and Communications Pathway. 
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This Pathway is designed to prepare students in the world of business, finance and information services. 

 

Are you interested in… Can you… Do you enjoy… 
 

➢ Business environment 

➢ Office management 

➢ Sales 

➢ Computers and technology 

➢ Presentations to Groups 

➢ Telecommunications 

➢ Advertising 

➢ Different Work Sites 

➢ Insurance 

➢ Record keeping 

 

➢ Work easily with others 

➢ Organize time efficiently 

➢ Work with statistics 

➢ Use computers and 

technology 

➢ Pay attention to details 

➢ Solve problems 

➢ Work independently 

➢ Show initiative 

➢ Work on a team 

 

➢ Meeting with groups 

➢ Making budgets 

➢ Organizing a project 

➢ Planning an event 

➢ Working with technology 

➢ Selling products and services 

➢ Processing numbers 

➢ Preparing financial reports 

➢ Following directions 

➢ Learning software programs 

 

 

Business, Finance & Information Technology Pathway Occupations: 

Cluster Sample Occupations 

Business 

Management and 

Administration 

Administrative assistant, Advertising sales person, Auditor, Business consultant, 

Certified public accountant, Corporate trainer, Entrepreneur, Facilities manager, 

Finance director, Human resources manager, Investment executive, Marketing 

Career 

Pathway 

 

Business Management 

and Administration 

(more info link) 

 

Business, Finance & Information 

Technology Pathway 

 

Finance 

(more info link) 

 

 

Information 

Technology 

(more info link) 

 

 

Marketing 

(more info link) 

 

1. Administrative 
Support 

2. Business 
Information 
Management 

3. General 
Management 

4. Human Resources 
Management 

5. Operations 
Management 

 

1. Accounting 

2. Banking Services 

3. Business Finance 

4. Insurance 

5. Securities and 
Investments 

1. Information Support 

and Services 

2. Network Systems 

3. Programming and 

Software 

Development 

4. Web and Digital 

Communications 

1. Marketing 

Communications 

2. Marketing 

Management 

3. Marketing 

Research 

4. Merchandising 

5. Professional Sales 

http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/6/BusinessMgmtandAdmin.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/7/Finance.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/8/IT.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/9/Marketing.pdf
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analyst, Office manager, Personnel recruiter, Public relations manager, Sales 

Representative 

Finance 
Accountant, Actuary, Credit analyst, Debt counselor, Economist, Financial 

planner, Insurance broker, Loan officer, Tax examiner, Treasurer, Underwriter 

Information 

Technology 

Animator, Database administrator, Game developer, Information technology 

engineer, Media specialist, Network administrator, PC support specialist, 

Programmer, Software application specialist, Systems administrator, User support 

specialist, Web architect/designer 

Marketing 

Copywriter/designer, Entrepreneur, Interactive media specialist, Logistics 

manager, Merchandise buyer, Public relations manager, Retail marketing 

coordinator, Sales executive, Shipping/receiving clerk, Telemarketer, Warehouse 

manager, Webmaster 
 

 

 

EHS Business, Finance & Information Technology Pathway Electives 
Economics 

Political Economics 

AP Economics 

CHS Economics 

Algebra III/Trig 

Intro to Statistics 

Honors Pre-calculus 

AP Calculus AB/BC 

AP Statistics 

Computer Applications 

Microsoft Excel 

Microsoft Word & PowerPoint 

Accounting I, II 

Honors Business Law 

Honors Law Seminar 

Business Math 

Sports and Entertainment 

Marketing 

Teen Entrepreneur 

Personal Finance 

Internship/Co-op 

Animal Science 

Biotechnology 

Intro to Ag Mechanics  

Supervised Ag Experience 

Ag Co-Op Experience 

Interior Design 

Childcare and Development 

Advanced Childcare 

Relationships 

College Bound 

Computer Animation 

PLTW Essentials A/B 

PLTW AP Comp Sci Principles 

PLTW AP Comp Sci 

Application 

PLTW- Honors Cyber 

Security 

Intro To Web Design 

Intro to Communications 

Technology 

Robotics 

Graphic Design I/II 

TV Studio/Video Prod I/II 

Mountaineer Tech Support 

Spanish I, II,III,IV, AP 

German I, II,III,IV, AP 

Mandarin Chinese 1 

CTC Program Options: Computer Systems Technology 

 

  

Look for this icon for elective offerings in the Business, Finance 
& Information Technology Pathway. 
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Engineering & Industrial Technology Pathway 

This Pathway is designed to cultivate students’ interests, awareness and application to careers related to technologies 

necessary to design, develop, install and maintain physical systems. 

 

Engineering & Industrial Technology Pathway - What You’ll Need 

Are you interested in… Can you… Do you enjoy… 
➢ Building and construction 

➢ Tools and equipment 

➢ Woodworking 

➢ Math and science classes 

➢ Precision work 

➢ Design and architecture 

➢ Computer technology 

➢ How things work 

➢ Logistics 

➢ Apply science and math to real 

world 

➢ Read/understand directions 

➢ Solve complete problems 

➢ Read maps 

➢ Organize reports and people 

➢ See a task through to 

completion 

➢ Use a computer 

➢ Travel 

➢ Working with your hands 

➢ Designing/working with 

projects, models, prototypes 

➢ Working in a lab setting 

➢ Working on a team 

➢ Building with your hands 

➢ Operating tools/equipment 

➢ Paying attention to detail 

 

Architecture & 

Construction 

(more info link) 

 

 

Manufacturing 

(more info link) 

 

 

Transportation, 

Distribution and 

Logistics 

(more info link) 

 

1. Construction 

2. Design/Pre-

Construction 

3. Maintenance / 

Operations 

1. Health, Safety and 

Environmental 

Assurance 

2. Logistics and 

Inventory Control 

3. Maintenance, 

Installation and 

Repair 

4. Manufacturing 

Production Process 

Development 

5. Production 

6. Quality Assurance 

1. Facility and Mobile 

Equipment 

Maintenance 

2. Health, Safety and 

Environmental 

Management 

3. Logistics Planning 

and Managements 

Services 

4. Sales and Service 

5. Transportation 

Operations 

6. Transportation 

Systems, 

Infrastructure 

Planning, 

Management and 

Regulation 

7. Warehousing and 

Distribution Center 

Operations 

Career 

Cluster(s) 

Focus Areas 

Engineering & Industrial 

Technology Pathway 
Career 

Pathway 

http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/10/ArchitectureandConstruction.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/11/Manufacturing.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/12/TranspoDistrLogistics.pdf
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Engineering & Industrial Technology Pathway Occupations: 

Cluster Sample Occupations 

Architecture & 

Construction 

Carpenter, Concrete finisher, Construction engineer, Contractor, Design builder, 

Drywall installer, Electrician, General contractor/builder, HVAC mechanic, 

Mason, Painter, Plumber, Roofer, Sheet metal worker, Tile and marble setter 

Manufacturing 

Assembler, Environmental engineer, Foundry worker, Industrial machinery 

mechanic, Manufacturing technician, Production manager, Safety engineer, 

Traffic manager, Welder 

Transportation, 

Distribution and 

Logistics 

Airplane pilot, Traffic controller, Customs agent, Locomotive engineer, Marine 

captain, Port manager, Transportation manager, Truck driver, Warehouse 

manager 
 

 

EHS Engineering and Industrial Technology Pathway Electives 
World Geography 

Algebra III/Trig 

Intro to Statistics 

Honors Pre-calculus 

AP Calculus AB/BC 

AP Statistics 

Environmental Science 

Physics 

AP Physics C- Mechanics 

CHS Environmental Science 

Animal Science  

Honors Biotechnology 

Wildlife & Natural 

Resource 

Intro to Ag Mechanics 

Supervised Ag Experience 

Power Technology 

Ag Co-Op 

Internship/Co-op 

Interior Design 

Clothing & Design I/II 

Relationships  

College Bound 

PLTW Intro to Engineering 

Design 

PLTW – Principles of 

Engineering 

PLTW – Aerospace 

Engineering 

PLTW Civil Engineering & 

Architecture 

Robotics 

2D/3D Drafting 

Architectural Drafting 

Wood Technology 

Fine Furniture Production 

Intro to Residential 

Construction  

Transportation Engineering 

Engineering/Prototyping 

German I, II, III, IV, AP 

Spanish I, II, III, IV, AP 

Mandarin Chinese 1 

CTC Program Options: Electro-Mechanical Engineering Technology, Sheet Metal Technology, Welding Technology, 

Precision Machining & Computer Aided Manufacturing, Architectural CAD, Electrical 

Construction Technology, Heavy Equipment Operations & Basic Maintenance, HVAC/R, 

Masonry, Painting/Ceramic Tile & Vinyl, Plumbing, Carpentry Technology, Automotive 

Mechanic, Automotive Technology, Collision Repair, Diesel Equipment Technology, Powersports 

Technology  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for this icon for elective offerings in the Engineering and 
Industrial Technology Pathway. 
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Science & Health Pathway 
Designed to cultivate students' interest in the life, physical and behavioral sciences.  In addition, the 
planning, managing and providing of therapeutic services, diagnostic services, health information and 
biochemistry research development. 

 

 

Science & Health Pathway - What You’ll Need 

Are you interested in… Can you… Do you enjoy… 
➢ Helping the environment 

➢ Designing things 

➢ Helping people/animals 

➢ Engineering 

➢ Mathematical models 

➢ Changing/Improving the 

world 

➢ Math/Science classes 

➢ Work with a team 

➢ Communicate effectively 

➢ Develop solution options for 

problems 

➢ Be persistent when tackling a 

problem 

➢ Motivate others 

➢ Take constructive criticism 

➢ Helping people and animals 

➢ Doing mathematical 

calculations 

➢ Solving problems 

➢ Communicating with others 

➢ Thinking “outside the box” 

➢ Nature 

➢ Working with computers 

 

 

 

 

Health Science 

(more info link) 

 

 

Agriculture, Food & 

Natural Resources 

(more info link) 

 

Science, Technology, 

Engineering & 

Mathematics 

(more info link) 

 

1. Agribusiness Systems 

2. Animal Systems 

3. Environmental 

Service Systems 

4. Food Products and 

Processing Systems 

5. Natural Resource 

Systems 

6. Plant Systems 

7. Power, Structural 

and Technical 

Systems 

1. Engineering and 

Technology 

2. Science and 

Mathematics 

Career 

Pathway 

Career 

Cluster(s) 

Focus Areas 1. Biotech Research & 

Development 

2. Diagnostic Services 

3. Health Informatics 

4. Support Services 

5. Therapeutic Services 

Science and Health Pathway 

http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/20/HealthScience.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/18/AgricultureFoodandNatResources.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/19/SciTechEngineeringMath.pdf
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Science & Health Pathway Occupations: 

Cluster Sample Occupations 

Agriculture, Food 

& Natural 

Resources 

Bank/loan officer, Equine manager, Farm manager, Meat cutter, Park manager, 

Produce buyer, Recycling technician, Wildlife manager, Agricultural educator, 

Botanist, Ecologist, Environmental engineer, Fish and game officer, Veterinarian 

Science, 

Technology, 

Engineering & 

Mathematics 

Aerospace engineer, Agricultural engineer. Analytical chemist, Anthropologist, 

Architectural engineer, Astrophysicist, Biomedical engineer, CAD technician, 

Civil engineer, Computer programmer, Ecologist, Geologist, Geothermal 

engineer, Math teacher, Mathematician, Metallurgist, Statistician, Zoologist 

Health Science 

Dental assistant, Hygienist, EMT/Paramedic, Home health aide, Lab technician, 

Phlebotomist, Radiographer, Registered nurse, Athletic trainer, Biochemist, 

Geneticist, Nutritionist, Occupational therapist, Physician, Physician’s assistant, 

Psychologist, Radiologist, Research scientist, Toxicologist, Veterinarian 

 
EHS Science & Health Pathway Electives 

Economics 

Political Economics 

World Geography 

Honors Psychology 

Algebra III/Trig 

Intro to Statistics 

Honors Pre-calculus 

AP Calculus AB/BC 

AP Statistics 

Internship/Co-op  

All Science and Agriculture 

classes 

Nutrition and Foods 

Culinary Arts 

College Bound 

Relationships 

All Wellness III course 

offerings. 

PLTW – Computer Science 

Essentials A/B  

PLTW Intro to Engineer Des 

PLTW – Principles of 

Engineering 

PLTW – Aerospace 

Engineering 

PLTW Civil Engineering & 

Architecture 

PLTW – AP Comp Sci 

Principles (CSP)  

PLTW – AP Comp Sci 

Applications (CSA) 

PLTW Cyber Security 

Robotics 

Transportation Engineering 

Engineering/Prototyping 

German I,II,III,IV, AP 

Spanish I,II,III,IV,AP 

Mandarin Chinese 1 

CTC Program Options: Animal Production Science & Technology, Veterinary Assistant, Electro Mechanical Engineering 

& Technology, Patient Care Technician, Dental Assistant, Introduction to Health Careers, 

Medical Administrative Assistant, Medical Assistant, Nursing Assistant/Home Health Aide, 

Sports Medicine/Rehabilitation Technician 

  

Look for this icon for elective offerings in the Science and 
Health Pathway. 
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Human Services Pathway 

This Pathway is designed to cultivate students’ interests, skills and experiences for employment in careers related to 

family and human needs.  

 

Are you interested in… Can you… Do you enjoy… 
➢ Working with people 

➢ Owning your own business 

➢ Aging adults 

➢ Child development 

➢ Family and social services 

➢ Food preparation 

➢ Teaching 

➢ Counseling 

 

➢ Organize well 

➢ Plan and direct programs 

➢ Be creative 

➢ Communicate well 

➢ Assume leadership 

➢ Work with a team 

➢ Use inter-personal skills 

➢ Be conscientious & 

dependable. 

➢ Plan budgets 

➢ Communication services 

➢ Helping and protecting others 

➢ Working with people 

➢ Counseling & advising people 

➢ Serving others needs 

➢ Interviewing people 

➢ Selling products & services 

➢ Handling customer complaints 

➢ Searching for answers 

Career 

Pathway 

 

Education 

and Training 

(more info 

link) 

 

 

Government & 

Public 

Administration 

(more info 

link) 

 

 

Hospitality & 

Tourism 

(more info 

link) 

 

 

Human 

Services 

(more 

info 

link) 

 

 

Law, Public 

Safety, 

Corrections 

and Security 

(more info 

link) 

 

1. Administrative / 

Admin Support 

2. Professional 

Support Services 

3. Teaching and 

Training 

1. Foreign Service 

2. Governance 

3. National Security 

4. Planning 

5. Public Mgt & 

Administration 

6. Regulation 

7. Revenue and 

Taxation 

1. Lodging 

2. Recreation, 

Amusement & 

Attractions 

3. Restaurants & 

Food/Beverage  

4. Travel & Tourism 

1. Corrections 

Services 

2. Emergency & Fire 

Mgt Services 

3. Law Enforcement 

4. Legal Services 

5. Security & 

Protective 

Services 1. Consumer Services 

2. Counseling & Mental 

Health 

3. Early Childhood 

Development 

4. Family & Community 

Services 

5. Personal Care Services 

Career 

Cluster(s) 

Focus 

Areas 

Human Services Pathway 

http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/13/EdandTraining.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/13/EdandTraining.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/14/GovtandPubAdmin.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/14/GovtandPubAdmin.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/15/HospitalityandTourism.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/15/HospitalityandTourism.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/16/HumanServices.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/16/HumanServices.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/16/HumanServices.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/17/LawPubSafCorrectandSec.pdf
http://easdpa.org/dynimg/_kNAAA_/docid/0x7A5D06C2F31267C4/17/LawPubSafCorrectandSec.pdf
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Human Services Pathway Occupations: 

Cluster Sample Occupations 

Education and 

Training 

Administrator, Child care worker, Clinical psychologist, Coach, Counselor, 

Elementary teacher, High school teacher, Middle school teacher, Principal, 

Speech language pathologist 

Government & 

Public 

Administration 

Ambassador, City manager, Cryptographer, Elected official, Foreign service 

officer, Intelligence analyst, Lobbyist, National security advisor, Planner, Policy 

advisor, Tax policy analyst 

Hospitality & 

Tourism 

Baker, Bartender, Casino manager, Concierge, Director of operations – lodging, 

Event planner, Executive chef, Facilities manager, Museum director, 

Reservations manager, Restaurant owner, Tour and travel guide, Travel agent 

Human Services 

Buyer, Certified financial planner, Cosmetologist, Funeral director, Licensed 

professional counselor, Market researcher, Massage therapist, Personal fitness 

trainer, School counselor/psychologist, Small business owner, Social worker 

Law, Public 

Safety, 

Corrections and 

Security 

Attorney, Bomb technician, Corrections officer, Court reporter, Criminal 

investigator, EMT, Federal marshal, Firefighter, Paralegal, Park ranger, Police 

officer, Probation officer, Public information officer, Security director, Youth 

services worker 
 

 

EHS Human Services Electives 
Economics 

Government 

PA History and Government 

World Geography 

Honors Psychology 

Honors Political Econ 

AP Macro/Micro Econ 

CHS Macro/Micro Econ 

AP European History  

AP US History 

Intro to Statistics 

Honors Business Law 

Honors Law Seminar 

Internship/Co-op 

PLTW Cyber Security 

Nutrition and Foods 

Culinary Arts 

Interior Design  

Childcare and 

Development 

Advanced Childcare 

Relationships 

College Bound 

Clothing and Design I/II 

German I, II, III, IV, AP 

Spanish I, II, III, IV, AP 

Mandarin Chinese 1 

PLTW Cyber Security  

  

CTC Program Options: Early Childhood Education, Baking & Pastry Arts, Culinary Arts/Chef, Hospitality and 

Business Mgt, Protective Services Academy 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Look for this icon for elective offerings in the Human Services 
Pathway. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS COURSE OFFERINGS 
Ephrata High School Language Arts teachers are committed to providing courses in the Language Arts that prepare 

students for their next steps after high school. While English is not the most widely spoken language in the world in 

terms of the number of native speakers--there are many more Chinese speakers than native English speakers--English 

is the most widespread language in the world. English is the major language of news and information; it is the language 

of business and government even in some countries where it is a minority language. English is a major language of 

international diplomacy and science; it is the language of maritime communication and international air traffic control.  

The importance of exiting high school with skills in reading, writing, and speaking is evident in the daily expectations 

found in workplaces, in higher education classes, and in careers at large. The ability to summarize, analyze, and create 

questions about articles and books one reads provides the avenue for individuals to become involved in their 

community’s decision-making processes. This leads to an informed society and provides hope for the problem-solving 

skills needed both in the present and in the future. Ephrata High School Language Arts courses provide these skills of 

comprehension, analysis, and synthesis. 

 
9TH GRADE COURSES 

Courses in ninth and tenth grade are full year courses. 

English I 
Course #1001 

1.0 English Credit and 1.0 Elective Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade: 9 

Prerequisite(s): None 

English I is a course for students who need more time to explore the relationship of reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening skills at an appropriate pace. English 9 meets two periods a day, focusing on improving language arts skills. 

Students read high-interest novels that are designed to improve student achievement not only in reading but also in 

writing. Students read and respond to several short stories and poems, as well as longer works of fiction such as To Kill 

a Mockingbird and Romeo & Juliet. Furthermore, the importance of independent reading outside of class is emphasized 

constantly and required to complete individual selected reading projects.   The elective credit component is called 

English I Enrichment.  

 

Language and Literature I 
Course #1011 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade: 9 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Language & Literature I is a course that emphasizes the interrelationship of the language arts skills of reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening and provides ample practice in each area. Language and literature study is supported by 

instruction in research, vocabulary, grammar and usage, and mechanics. Students will also read and respond to several 

short stories and poems, as well as longer works of fiction such as To Kill a Mockingbird and Romeo & Juliet. 

Furthermore, the importance of independent reading is emphasized constantly. Students document their reading and 

complete selected reading projects outside of class.  
 

Honors Language and Literature I  
Course #1211 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 2 

Grade: 9 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Honors Language and Literature I is a challenging and rigorous level 2 course that emphasizes the interrelationship of 

the language arts skills of reading, writing, speaking, thinking, and listening. The primary emphasis is on effective 

written and oral communication and enhanced literary analysis skills. Other language arts areas of study, including 

research, vocabulary, grammar and usage, and mechanics, support these skills. Students read and respond to various 

short stories and poems; non-fiction excerpts; and longer works of fiction such as To Kill a Mockingbird, A Thousand 

Splendid Suns, and Romeo and Juliet. The importance of independent reading is emphasized constantly. Students 

document their reading and complete selected reading projects outside of class. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

The study of social sciences and humanities forms a basic core of thought for growing, inquiring minds. These 

disciplines are fundamental to nurturing minds that push the limits of human knowledge and desire to improve the 

changing world. As technology “shrinks” our world and instant communication between individuals in the United States 

and any country in the world becomes a daily reality, it is critical that our students understand and respect the cultures 

that surround them.  The study of cultures and their corresponding historical/political themes and trends helps student 

comprehend their present world.  Important social studies skills include the ability to distinguish between fact and 

opinion, to discriminately read newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets, and to apply problem-solving and critical 

thinking skills to present-day situations. Through the social study classes at Ephrata High School we work to enhance 

these skills. 

 

World History   
Course #2000 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9 

Prerequisite(s): None 

While historical events are unique, they often are driven by similar, repeated forces. In telling the history of our world, 

this course will pay special attention to several significant and recurring themes. These themes are woven throughout 

units of study and are presented to show that from the Americas, to Europe, to Africa, to Asia, people are more alike 

than they realize. Throughout history, humans have confronted similar obstacles, have struggled to achieve similar goals, 

and continually have strived to better themselves and the world around them. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

Mathematics is the key to a successful future and the foundation of science and technology.  Mathematics courses help 

to develop student’s logical, deductive thinking skills enabling them to become better problem solvers.  The emphasis 

on real-life, practical problems, demonstrates that mathematics is a necessary discipline in today’s world.  Enhancement 

of thinking skills, self-discipline, communication, and problem solving are the major goals in all of the math courses. 

Students are encouraged to purchase their own scientific or graphing calculator.  All students in Algebra 2 or higher are 

required to have their own graphing calculator.  The Texas Instrument TI-84+ is recommended for all math classes. 

 

The following is an outline of the most typical sequence of courses through high school level mathematics: 

 
Note: Although Geometry usually follows Algebra 2 in the progression, Geometry can be taken at the same time as 

another math class.   Algebra 1 and Algebra 2 are both offered in either a single period or a double period format. 

 

Acceleration Point: Students who successfully complete Honors Algebra 2 and Honors Geometry are eligible to skip 

Algebra3/Trig and go directly into Pre-Calculus. This is a rigorous course sequence and requires significant effort and 

mathematical reasoning on the part of the student. It is highly recommended to follow the teacher recommendation if 

considering this accelerated path. 

 

Remediation Point: For improved understanding of foundational Algebra concepts, Keystone Algebra is a course that 

can be taken between Algebra 1 and Algebra 2. 

  

Alternative courses to the traditional sequence include: Intro to Statistics, Business Math, Accounting, AP Statistics, 

and Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Honors Computer Science Essentials (A and B) . These courses should ONLY be 

considered after completing at least 3 courses in the traditional sequence listed above. See specific course listing for 

further information on prerequisites.   

 

Algebra 1 Algebra 2 Geometry 
Algebra 
3/Trig

Pre-
Calculus

Calculus 
AB

Calculus 
BC
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 Pre-Algebra  
Course #2999 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Pre-Algebra is a foundational course designed to help students develop fluency with rational numbers and proportional 

relationships. Students will strengthen their ability to work with integers, fractions, decimals, algebraic expressions, 

equations, and inequalities. Students will also learn how to graph points and linear relationships in a coordinate plane.  

*This course is not an NCCA-approved core course. 

 

Algebra 1 (Double Period)  
Course #3000 and 3001 

1.0 Math Credit and 1.0 Elective Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Algebra 1 Double Period provides students with a strong foundation in Algebra in a double period format. Important 

algebra skills are presented at a gradual pace, with plenty of opportunities for review and reinforcement.  The topics 

include operations with real numbers and expressions, linear equations and inequalities, functions, exponents, 

probability, and data analysis. The elective credit component will be titled Algebra 1 Enrichment. A scientific calculator 

is required.   

 

Algebra 1 (Single Period) 
Course #3005 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s):  None 

Algebra is the beginning of the abstract study of the arithmetic operations. The topics include operations with real 

numbers and expressions, linear equations and inequalities, systems of equations and inequalities, functions, exponents, 

probability, and data analysis. The course provides the student with sufficient background for the study of Geometry 

and Algebra 2. A scientific calculator is required. 

 

Algebra 2 (Double Period)   
Course #3010 and 3011 

1.0 Math Credit and 1.0 Elective Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s):9,10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): Algebra I 

Algebra 2 Double Period is designed to cover the same material as the Algebra 2 course, but in a double period format. 

Important algebra skills and concepts are presented at a gradual pace, with plenty of opportunities for review and 

reinforcement.  In addition, students in this course will complete Keystone Algebra remediation requirements for 

graduation. The elective credit component will be titled Algebra 2 Enrichment. A TI-83+ or 84+ graphing calculator 

is required. 

 

Algebra 2 (Single Period)   
Course #3015 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): Algebra I 

Algebra 2 is a continuation of the abstract study of the arithmetic operations. The emphasis is placed on the following: 

interpretation of real life problems in terms of math models; statistical analysis, probability, permutations and 

combinations; study of the real number system (natural numbers, integers, rationals, irrationals); introduction of the 

complex number system; study of solutions of quadratic equations and inequalities; functions (linear, quadratic, 

exponential, logarithmic); polynomials; factoring; and matrices. A TI-83+ or 84+ graphing calculator is required.  
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Honors Algebra 2   
Course #3215 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 2 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): Algebra I 

Honors Algebra 2 includes the same topics as Algebra 2: the honors level differs from Algebra 2 in the level of difficulty 

and depth of conceptual understanding. Students considering a career in a math related field need the rigorous pace of 

this course; students taking this course are preparing to take Pre-Calculus. A TI-83+ or 84+ graphing calculator is 

required. 
 

Geometry (Single Period)  
Course #3025 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s):  Algebra I  

This course includes plane Euclidean and plane coordinate geometry. This course develops the student’s inductive and 

deductive reasoning and helps him/her communicate this reasoning. A scientific calculator is required.   

 

Honors Geometry   
Course #3225 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 2 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Honors Geometry includes the same topics as Geometry; the honors level differs in the level of difficulty and 

the rigorous exploration of proofs. A scientific calculator is required. 

 

Algebra 3/Trigonometry   
Course #3032 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1   

Grade(s): 9,10,11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): Geometry and Algebra 2 
This course is intended for college-bound students who have completed Algebra 2 with a “C” or better and wish to strengthen 

their algebra skills. Course content includes a thorough review and expansion of Algebra 2 concepts as well as a rigorous 

study of trigonometric functions, properties, and applications. A TI-83+ or 84+ graphing calculator is required. 

 

Algebra 3/Trigonometry (Online/Blended Learning Format)   
Course #3033 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): Geometry and Algebra 2 
The Online/Blended Learning Format will allow for flexibility with attendance, however, there will be certain days when 

students need to report to class for assessments and additional support.  This course is intended for college-bound students 

who have completed Algebra 2 with a “C” or better and wish to strengthen their algebra skills. Course content includes a 

thorough review and expansion of Algebra 2 concepts as well as a rigorous study of trigonometric functions, properties, and 

applications. A TI-83+ or 84+ graphing calculator is required. 

 

Honors Pre-Calculus   
Course #3230 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 2 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite(s): Geometry and either Honors Algebra 2 #3205, or Algebra 3 Trig #3040 
Pre-Calculus Mathematics is designed for the student who plans to study mathematics or mathematics-related fields in college 

or technical school or who has a special interest and high ability in mathematics. The course emphasizes the study of 

trigonometry, analytical geometry, sequences and series, elementary functions and their graphs, and a variety of other 
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mathematical topics. The course provides the student with strong background in algebra, geometry, analysis, and 

trigonometry, which is necessary for the study of calculus. It is recommended that the student should have attained a grade of 

B or better in Honors Algebra 2 or a grade of B or better in Algebra 3/Trig. A TI-83+ or 84+ graphing calculator is required. 

 

SCIENCE 

 

Ephrata’s science curriculum continues its tradition of engaging students in active learning. The science program 

provides students with depth and breadth of scientific knowledge and skills through a sequence of studies. While the 

diagram below indicates the typical movement from one grade and course to another, exceptions to the flow sequence 

may occur based on teacher recommendation and student performance in a course.  Honors courses and AP courses 

place the highest emphasis on rigor and mastery of the sciences. Students in these courses are highly motivated and 

hard-working learners capable of independent study.  

 

Principles of Science   
Course #4000  

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9 

Prerequisite: None 

This course will introduce two disciplines of science: chemistry, and physics.  Chemistry topics will include structure 

of matter, classification of matter, the Periodic Table, and chemical reactions. Physics topics include energy, work, 

motion, simple machines, waves, sound, light, and electricity. The metric system and the steps of the scientific method 

are reviewed throughout the course. Students will complete an element project in the first semester and an energy project 

during the second semester.  

 

Honors Science  
Course #4200 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 2 

Grade(s): 9 

Prerequisites: None 

This course will introduce two main disciplines of science: chemistry and physics. Chemistry topics will include 

structure of matter, classification of matter, the Periodic Table, chemical reactions, and acids and bases. Physics topics 

include energy, work, motion, simple machines, and electricity. The metric system and the steps of the scientific method 

are reviewed throughout the course. Each marking period students will be given a project related to the topics. Some 

class time will be given; most of the project will be completed outside of school. 

 

Principles of Biomedical Science (PLTW)  
Course #4012 

1.0 credit (year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: This course is open to 9th grade students who have shown the ability and motivation to master previous 

high-level science coursework and are looking to take the first step toward a medical related career. 

Principles of Biomedical Science (PBS) is the introductory course of the PLTW Biomedical Science program where 

students explore concepts of biology and medicine to determine factors of human health throughout the course.  Students 

will discuss human diseases and treatments that might prolong a person’s life. PBS follows the national Project Lead 

the Way (PLTW) curriculum in order to build a strong foundation in human physiology, basic biology, medicine, and 

research processes while allowing them to design their own experiments to solve problems.  

 

PBS is an excellent course for students with a passion for biological science and is ideal for students interested in the 

medical field. PBS is a challenging course and will require homework and study hours outside of the classroom. Students 

must be highly motivated, taking responsibility and ownership over their own learning to get the most out of this class.  

PBS is not a traditional high school class. Students are to explore and discover on their own with the teacher acting as a 

facilitator, or guide. The course concludes with a standardized PLTW end of the year assessment (EOC) to measure 

student success. 
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Honors Animal Science   
Course #4500 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 2 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: None 

This is a science course for students who enjoy learning about and working with animals, both pets and livestock. 

Students are introduced to basic biology concepts as they apply to domestic animals. The class will raise broiler chickens 

in the fall to study reproduction, growth, and nutrition. Dissection of livestock specimen will also be included as available 

to study anatomy. Students will learn some of the challenges of veterinary medicine as they explore topics like animal 

health and disease. A unit of ecology will also be included. Field trips and guest speakers may be incorporated throughout 

the course to highlight career possibilities. Membership in the FFA and/or Animal Crew is optional. Students receiving 

a B or higher in the course are eligible to receive 3 transfer credits at either Harcum College or Delaware Valley 

University. This course also counts as an EHS science credit. *This course is not an NCCA-approved core course.  

 
Students interested in enrolling in Supervised Agriculture Experience (SAE) for independent study should message 

Sarah Stauffer for more information. 

 

ART 
 

Art is taught as a program that demands effort in developing skills, creativity, and self-discipline.  It is approached from 

a serious academic point of view. Each course is designed to have students learn about visual art as a means of creative 

expression and to have students become proficient with at least one medium. 

  
For students who have an interest in a specific art career, the Art Department recommends the following clusters of 

courses in order to build a background for that career. 

 

Upon completion of the course clusters, the career-driven student will have gained general knowledge of the career area.  

A definite decision as to whether the student wants to pursue post-high school education in art can realistically be made.  

Additionally, a comprehensive portfolio will have been produced which can be presented when applying for admission 

to art schools and for scholarships.   
 

Introduction to Drawing  
Course #6050 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1   

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

This is a basic introductory course.  Basic drawing techniques will be examined with a concentration in drawing from 

life.  Step-by-step processes in pencil, charcoal, and pastel will be taught with a strong emphasis on composition.  Work 

will be done from actual objects, still life set ups, models, and at times reference photographs.  A $4 studio fee will be 

charged.  This course may not be repeated. 

 

Advanced Drawing    
Course #6051 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Introduction to Drawing 

This course is an extension of Introduction to Drawing.   Here students take all they have learned in previous courses 

and extend them into more complex drawings.  They begin to work in a more expressive manner.  For anyone seriously 

interested in drawing or illustration, this course may be repeated multiple times.  A $4 studio fee will be charged. 
 

Introduction to Painting  
Course #6060 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 
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Prerequisite: None 

This basic course will help students develop painting skills as well as familiarize them with new and different painting 

techniques.  They learn step-by-step how to work with watercolors, acrylics, and oil paints. The basics of color and 

design will be studied.  Students work toward competent use of materials and techniques.  A $4 studio fee will be 

charged.  This course may not be repeated. 

 

Advanced Painting    
Course #6061 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Painting 

This course is an extension of Introduction to Painting.  Students begin to work in a more expressive manner.  For 

anyone seriously interested in painting or illustration, this course may be repeated multiple times.  A $10 studio fee will 

be charged. 

 

Introduction to Design  
Course #6065 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

This is a fundamental course for students interested in any aspect of visual art.  Through a step-by-step process of 

experimentation, they learn the basics of design.  This course approaches 2 and 3-dimensional design through the art 

elements.  These elements – line, shape, texture, color, and value will be examined through traditional and experimental 

ways.  A $4 studio fee will be charged.  This course may not be repeated. 

 

Advanced Design  
Course #6066 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Design 

Advanced Design is designed to extend design concepts and principles acquired in the prerequisite Intro to Design 

course.  Students explore more complex design applications and ultimately 3-dimensional design.  This course is 

available only after successful completion of the Introduction to Design course.  Students studying advanced design 

apply many concepts that were formerly taught within the framework of other advanced courses. 

 
After completing Advanced Design, the student will have a better understanding of design as it affects his or her own 

artwork.  In addition, the course opens new opportunities for independent studio work currently not offered within the 

department. This course may be repeated multiple times. A $10 studio fee will be charged. 

 

BUSINESS/COMPUTER EDUCATION 
 

Ephrata High School’s Business Department has developed a student-centered curriculum that integrates modern 

technology with worthwhile, meaningful business study. Our personal-use courses will play a vital role in your life by 

opening doors to technology and business in order to enhance present high school courses, future college learning, 

business applications and personal living skills.  Come and join us, learn about the world of business.  
 

   

Computer Applications    
Course #6103 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None  

This course provides instruction and review of the “touch” method of typing, and enables students to develop their speed, 

accuracy, on the keyboard. Microsoft Office Apps are introduced. Students will learn beginner skills in Microsoft Word, 
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Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Excel, and Microsoft Publisher. This course is for students who want to improve their 

keyboarding skill and want an introduction to the Microsoft. 

 

Microsoft Excel  
Course #6106 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Industry Recognized Credential - MOS Certification 

Prerequisite: 75% or higher in Computer Applications or Information Technology 

This course provides instruction on intermediate and early advanced features of Microsoft Excel. At the conclusion of 

the course, students can take the Microsoft Office Specialist Certification Exam for Excel. Intermediate and early 

advanced features included are working with trendlines, PivotTable and PivotChart reports, slicers, creating templates, 

financial functions, data tables, and amortization schedules. Spreadsheet applications are used in many career fields 

including business, engineering, manufacturing, math, science, and transportation.  

 

Microsoft Word & PowerPoint  
Course #6107 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Industry Recognized Credential - MOS Certification 

Prerequisite: 75% or higher in Computer Applications or Integrated Data Systems  

This course provides instruction on intermediate and early advanced features of Microsoft Word and Microsoft 

PowerPoint. At the conclusion of the course, students can take the Microsoft Office Specialist Certification Exams Word 

and PowerPoint. Intermediate and early advanced features Microsoft Word included are using templates, mail merge, 

newsletters, document collaboration, charting tools, and online forms. Intermediate and early advanced features 

Microsoft PowerPoint included are creating and formatting information graphics, collaborating on presentations, 

hyperlinks and action buttons, and self-running presentations with animation.  

 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 
In 2020, there were an estimated 389,488 open computing jobs nationwide. There were only 71,226 computer science 

students who entered the work force last year. (code.org).  CS job growth is exploding in the next decade and those who 

have the knowledge and background in CS will be in a perfect position to select those rewarding and high-paying careers.  

CS is found everywhere and, in many ways, drives our society. From the phone/computer that is in your pocket, to the 

latest medical advances, to self-driving cars, to the military, to cyber-security, CS is at the heart of it. Learn what CS is 

all about through the courses that Ephrata High School offers.  From introductory courses to Advance Placement classes, 

students can begin a pathway that, at the least, will give them a better understanding of how CS impacts almost all 

aspects of our lives, and at the most, start them on a route to a terrific career! 

 

Honors Computer Science Essentials (CSE), Part A 
Course #6510 

0.5 Credit (Semester): Level 2  

Grades: Recommended grades 9 or 10, open to all.  

Prerequisite: Students must be enrolled in a single period Algebra I or higher level math course. 

Building Apps for your phone and writing programs to control self-driving cars are at the heart of this course! The CSE 

courses, Part A and B, are designed to be the first computer science course for students who have little or no 

programming experience. They are written to help students be successful in the next levels of computer science, AP 

CSP and AP CSA.  During the first half of the course, students will create interactive apps for mobile devices using App 

Inventor. These are true Apps that can be downloaded to their phones. The second half of the course will take them into 

the world of Self-Driving Vehicles (SDV). These vehicles are becoming more and more popular and in CSE students 

will be learning to program a robotic car so that it can navigate various challenges. Throughout the course the emphasis 

in on “taking computer science off the screen and putting it into your hands.” All activities are project-centered and fun.  
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This course is eligible to count as an EHS math or science credit, but it is not NCAA Approved as a Core Class 

 
While it is not required, students are encouraged to take CSE Part B, preferably in the same year. At the end of CSE 

Part B there is an end-of-course assessment.  If students score high enough on this test and do well in class, they are 

eligible for college credit from a growing list of colleges. 
 

Honors Computer Science Essentials (CSE), Part B 
Course #6511 

0.5 Credit (Semester): Level 2  

Grades: Recommended grades 9 or 10, open to all.  

Prerequisite: Students have completed and pass CSE Part A 

Designing web sites and creating programs that entertain or solve real problems are at the heart of this class.  This course 

is the second part of CSE and students will have to have passed Part A to be enrolled. 

The first half of the course concentrates on web site development. HTML, CSS and the Django web framework will be 

used to develop interactive web sites.  The second half of the course will allow students the freedom to use the 

programming skills they’ve acquired to develop a new software package that is either intended to entertain and engage 

the user or to solve a problem found in our local community. During the software development section of the course, 

students will work in pairs or teams as they independently design, test, refine and finally present their solutions. 

At the end of this course there is an end-of-course assessment given by PLTW.  If students score high enough on this 

test and do well in class, they are eligible for college credit from a growing list of colleges. 

 

This course is eligible to count as an EHS math or science credit, but it is not NCAA Approved as a Core Class 

 

Robotics 
Course #6528 

0.5 Credits (Semester); Level 1  

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12  

Prerequisite: Students must be enrolled in a single period Algebra I or higher math class. 

Imagine it! Build it! Program it! Watch it go! Robots are quickly becoming an integral part of our lives, from robots in 

manufacturing, to robotic arms for surgery, to self-driving cars. Don’t be fooled by the fun you’ll have in this class – 

this is serious stuff that can get you started towards a career in robotic engineering or programming. In this course, we 

will build a robotic vehicle from the ground up, learn how to program it, and even equip it with sensors so that it can 

respond to its environment. This is all done through programming and we’ll use C++ as our programming language.   

 

 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 
We offer single semester electives suited to high school students’ needs.  Through Family and Consumer Sciences, 

students learn many life skills regardless of their choice of career or work. 

 

Clothing and Design I    
Course #6215 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Enter the creative and fun world of fashion, design, and garment construction.  Fashion cycles and elements of design, 

fabric and garment selection are presented, and demonstrations are given on sewing techniques.  This course is 

recommended for anyone interested in the world of fashion/design and sewing or would just want to try something new. 

No previous sewing experience is required. Students enter at their current ability level and improve their construction 

skills.  Projects are determined by individual ability level and budget. This course requires several projects with the cost 

to students depending upon materials chosen. A $2.00 lab fee is required. 
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Nutrition and Foods    
Course #6200 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Through coursework and laboratory experiences, students learn etiquette, safe food handling, basic food preparation 

techniques, use of appliances, and kitchen and meal management.  A sound knowledge of nutrition is emphasized 

throughout this course.  A one-day culinary experience in the high school’s commercial kitchen is required. A $10.00 

Lab Fee is required.  
 

Interior Design  
Course #6210 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Do you want to become the next Design Star? Learn how to combine the elements and principles of design and choose 

furniture and accessories to achieve that put-together look.  Limited budgets can be stretched by learning how to 

purchase decorative accessories and furnishings inexpensively. Floor plans, color schemes, and decorating projects are 

part of the class assignments.   

 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH/WELLNESS 
 

Wellness 1: Fitness & Health Foundations  
Course #5501 

.5 Credit (Semester); Level  

Grade(s): 9 

Prerequisite: None  

This course is designed to introduce students to ways of developing and maintaining a healthy lifestyle now and 

throughout life. The course will focus on wellness and will primarily be classroom based; however, both health and 

physical education units will be covered. The physical education curriculum units include fitness assessment and how 

to improve health-related components of fitness. Health curriculum units will include dimensions of health, 

relationships, stress management, body image, nutrition, human sexuality, and illegal drugs and alcohol. The focus of 

the curriculum will be self-evaluation and the development and use of tools and skills to improve and maintain one’s 

health.  

 
 

MUSIC 
 

Concert Choir     
Course #6300 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Concert Choir is a vocal performing group for students who are committed to learning about excellence in singing.  

Through this course students develop and master skills such as producing a good tone and accurate pitch, developing a 

good blend, responding to the gestures of a conductor, growing in musicianship and music-reading skills, and 

understanding the historical and cultural background of the works performed.  Concert Choir performs in at least two 

concerts throughout the school year.  The concerts are mandatory and participation in them is part of the grade for the 

course. Auditions are for voice placement only.  Students selecting this course enroll in Concert Choir every day for the 

entire year. 
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Concert Orchestra     
Course #6302 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Orchestra is a performing group encompassing all families of instruments into a sound-balanced ensemble. It is designed 

to promote the student’s individual musicianship, improve instrumental facility, and increase appreciation and 

knowledge of a wide variety of musical styles.  Orchestra performs in at least two concerts throughout the school year. 

The concerts are mandatory and participation in them is part of the grade for the course. Group lessons/instruction 

will be scheduled on a rotating basis during the school day. String students selecting this course enroll in Orchestra 

every day for the entire year. Wind, brass and percussion students earn membership through audition only and should 

schedule a concert band option below.  

 

Concert Band     
Course #6301 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

This course teaches musicianship with emphasis on phrasing, tone production, intonation, and rhythm.  A variety of 

music is covered, giving the student a good basic repertoire of band music.  Enrollment is open to all students with prior 

instrumental experience.  Concert Band performs in at least two concerts throughout the school year. The concerts are 

mandatory and participation in them is part of the grade for the course. Group lessons/instruction will be scheduled on 

a rotating basis during the school day. Students selecting this course enroll in Concert Band every day for the entire 

year. The software “Smartmusic” is utilized as a practice and assessment tool. School computers are available for use 

with Smartmusic.  
 

Concert - Band/Orchestra/Choir     
Course #6303 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Students signing up for this course must play a band instrument, string instrument, and sing. Woodwind, 

brass, and percussion students earn membership through audition only and should schedule a concert band option. 

This course is for the student who wishes to participate in Concert Band, Orchestra, and Concert Choir.  

 

Concert - Band/Orchestra     
Course #6306 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Students signing up for this course must play both a band instrument as well as a string instrument. 

Woodwind, brass, and percussion students earn membership through audition only and should schedule a concert 

band option. 

This course is for the student that wishes to participate in both Concert Band and Orchestra groups.  
 

Concert - Band/Choir     
Course #6308 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

This course is for the student that wishes to participate in both Concert Band and Concert Choir groups. 
 

Concert - Orchestra/Choir     
Course #6314 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 
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Prerequisite: None 

This course is for the student that wishes to participate in both Orchestra and Concert Choir groups. 
 

Voice I  
Course #6325 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Concurrently enrolled in Choir or by teacher approval 

Voice class is offered to singers who wish to improve their vocal technique.  Concentration is placed on breathing, tone 

production, proper diction and pronunciation, care of the voice, and performance techniques. Solo singing is required 

and assessed frequently in this course. 

 

Music Theory I  

Course #6330 

0.5 Credit (Semester 1); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Music Theory I is designed to teach the basic building blocks of theory. This course teaches both aural and written skills 

involving intervals, scales and triads.  Composition, part writing, and analysis are taught.  Completion of this course 

provides a basic music theory background, which may enhance a student’s overall performance skills.  Students may be 

asked to purchase a workbook.  This course is a prerequisite for higher-level theory classes.  Two years of 

band/choir/orchestra recommended but not required. 
 

Music Theory II    
Course #6331 

0.5 Credit (Semester 2); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Music Theory 1 or test out of Theory 1 (written test) 

Music Theory II is designed to review and strengthen the basic building blocks taught in Music Theory I.  In addition, 

counterpoint and the rules of part writing are introduced.  Ear training is expanded to include inversions, 4-part voicing, 

and chord progressions.  Students learn to compose using figured bass.  Completion of this course provides a strong theory 

background, which may continue to enhance a student’s performing skills as well as a basic understanding of music.  

Students may be asked to purchase a workbook.  This course is a prerequisite for Advanced Placement Music Theory. 

 

Guitar I 
Course #6335 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Guitar Class I is an acoustic guitar-based course designed for the beginning player who wishes to develop a deeper 

understanding of guitar playing techniques and musicianship.  In addition, students are introduced to print music, tablature, 

and chord symbols as it is applied to both classical and contemporary music. Composition and songwriting are practiced 

throughout the duration of this class and performance skills will be stressed. A $3.00 re-stringing fee will be required of 

students who use a school-owned guitar.  Personally, owned acoustic guitars are recommended but not required. Guitars 

for practice at home are available for students to sign out. 
 

American Musical Theater  
Course #6345 

0.5 Credit (Semester): Level I 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

This course is designed for any student with an interest in learning about the history and elements of the American Musical. 

Students will watch, discuss and evaluate a wide range of musicals from the 1920’s through the present. Various 

components of a musical will be studied, such as lyrics, songs, the score, choreography, costuming, stage crew, and 
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production. A culminating final project is required consisting of various aspects of musical production which will be done 

individually or small group setting. Solo/small group/large group singing, dancing, and acting are required in this course. 

 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING EDUCATION 
 

Technology and Engineering Education is a program that offers students the opportunity to investigate first-hand how 

modern technology affects their lives.  Classes allow students to gain hands-on experiences in current technologies and 

industries such as computer-aided drafting (CAD), digital video and digital photography, manufacturing and 

construction, and engineering.  Whether students wish to continue their education at a college or technical school or 

enter the work force immediately after high school graduation, technology education courses can help provide much 

needed assistance in career planning.  These courses also serve as a strong foundation for students who may wish to 

attend the Career & Technology Center.  

 
The major content areas are:  Communication Technology, Computer-aided Drafting, Construction/Manufacturing 

Technology, and Transportation Technology/Engineering. 

 

 

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY 
Most Project Lead the Way courses are level 2 with Honors weighting. Computer Science Principles and Computer 

Science Applications are level 3 AP. 

 

 

Introduction to Engineering Design (IED)  
Course #6410 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 2 

Grade(s); 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Students are currently enrolled in Alg. I (Single Period) or a high-level math class. 

This course is the first part of the Project Lead The Way (PLTW) engineering curriculum. PLTW is the leading provider 

of rigorous and innovative Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics (STEM) education curricular programs use 

in high schools across the U.S. Visit http://www.pltw.org for much more information. This course is aimed for students 

who are considering a career in engineering. 

 

The course assumes no previous engineering experiences, but students should be concurrently enrolled in college 

preparatory mathematics, science, and inquisitive of basic mechanical and design principles.  Students will employ 

engineering and scientific concepts in the solution of engineering design problems. In addition, students use AutoCAD 

Inventor, a state-of-the-art 3D solid modeling design software package, to help them design solutions to solve proposed 

problems. Students will develop problem-solving skills and apply their knowledge of research and design to create 

solutions to various challenges that increase in difficulty throughout the course. Students will also learn how to document 

their work and communicate their solutions to their peers and members of the professional community. This course has 

many hands-on experiences and students will apply STEM principles in the same manner as an engineer/collegiate 

freshman engineering student. 

 

Students who complete this course will be eligible for and are encouraged to take second and third level courses in the 

PLTW curriculum. EHS is now a nationally certified PLTW school. This allows students the opportunity to earn college 

credit after successfully completing these courses.  
 

 

 

http://www.pltw.org/
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COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

Computer Animation 

Course #6430 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None 

Much of what we see today as part of communication relies upon computer generated images (CGI) and animation. This 

new course will concentrate on several of the major animation software packages in use today, Adobe Animate and 

Adobe Character Animation are in wide use on the Internet and also in television and film. Students will develop their 

own characters, and by adding sound effects, have their characters act out stories and perhaps music videos. Through 

this experience, students will gain a better understanding of computer animation and also its various uses on the internet 

and in video. The basic principles of design and computer animation will be covered along with character design layout, 

and story development. 

 

Introduction to Communication Technology    
Course #6435 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

The Internet, desktop publishing, and digital photography are all buzz words that help describe the communication 

systems of today.  We live in an information/communication-based society.  The way in which we communicate our 

ideas and messages has changed drastically in the past decades and will continue to change in the future.  Just as the 

computer has spurred the current technology revolution, Introduction to Communication Technology will use the 

computer as the primary design tool and starting point for all facets of this course.  The course serves as an introduction 

for students to a variety of modern cutting-edge technologies such as the internet, desktop publishing and design, digital 

photography, computer animation, and website design.  Students will spend the majority of class time involved in the 

design and production of projects such as a website, T-shirt design, computer animations, other desktop publishing 

projects, and your very own digital photos!    

 
Graphic Design I  
Course #6440 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None 

If you want to learn how to design on computers, then this is the course for you.  The modern world wouldn’t exist 

without graphic design. It’s used in books, magazines, advertising, websites, packaging, road signs, maps, clothing, 

among many others. This portfolio course teaches Adobe Indesign and Photoshop, the professional software used for 

graphic design, and how to create designs that look good visually.  There is a focus on career exploration and how to 

use these skills in the future.  Special attention will be given to digital photography and its benefits in design. This course 

is a must for students wishing to pursue a career as a graphic/web designer or graphic artist. 

 

 

COMPUTER-AIDED DRAFTING  
(Grades 9 – 12) 

Are you interested in designing things? The EHS Technology and Engineering Education department uses the latest 

industry standard Computer Aided Drafting programs to bring career experience to our courses. The following courses 

benefit students planning further education at colleges or at technical schools for programs in architecture, engineering, 

interior design, drafting, manufacturing, tool and die design, construction, engineering technology, computer-aided 

drafting, and computer-aided manufacturing and computer numerical controlled machining (CNC). Drafting courses 

also assist students planning careers as construction workers or CNC machinists. Underclassmen interested in the Career 

& Technology Center’s drafting program gain valuable experience toward this program. 



2.18.2022 47  
 

 

2D/3D Drafting 
Course #6460 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1  

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12  

Prerequisite: None  

Students learn to use the computer as a drafting and design tool. Students use the computer to construct 2D geometric 

shapes and technical drawings necessary to depict machine parts and commercial products. Then, students are introduced 

to life-like 3D drawings and the development of 3D shapes. Students learn to create drawings that appear to be 

photographs of an object and to rotate the objects to look at them from different sides. Digital manufacturing processes 

(3D Printing, Laser Cutting, CNC Machining) will also be explored. This course may be taken multiple times as it will 

incorporate numerous student directed independent opportunities/projects. 
 

Architectural Drafting 
Course #6465  

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1  

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12  

Prerequisite: None  

Students will be introduced to the program Autodesk Revit as a drawing and design tool used by architects and builders. 

Students then design a residential home including floor plans, wall sections and elevation drawings. Following these 

students create realistic renderings as well as build a model of the house he/she designed. 

 

 

MANUFACTURING AND CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 

 

Wood Technology    

Course #6480 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None 

This exciting hands-on course is designed to educate students about the basic manufacturing process in the woodworking 

industry. This includes the safe use of tools and power equipment, design joinery, assembly, and finishing along with 

the study of the physical characteristics of wood and how they affect the final product. Students develop, design, produce 

and problem solve solutions to multiple individual projects There is a lab fee of approximately $20. 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION AND ENGINEERING 

 
Transportation Engineering    
Course #6470 

0.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None 

This course is designed to give students engineering experiences related to transportation systems--their various forms, 

background histories, science and technologies--and how they impact our everyday lives.  Activities vary but may 

include the design, construction and use of a regulation CO2 powered dragster, hydrostatic rockets, and scale model 

vehicle designs.  Problem-solving experiences in land, sea, and air transportation, including aviation systems, 

aerodynamics, boat hull design and testing with propulsion systems will be explored. This is a great class for the student 

interested in engineering.  There is a $10.00 lab fee. 
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MOUNTAINEER TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 

 
Mountaineer Technology Support  
Course #6401 

.5 Credit (Semester); Level 1 

Grades:9, 10, 11, 12  

Prerequisite: None 

Students in this course will have the opportunity to operate as a member of the Mountaineer Technology Support team 

of student technicians. Students will perform various tasks including; providing customer service to walk-up clients, 

assisting with distribution of district technology, providing tech-related support/guidance, and various degrees of 

computer troubleshooting/repair/maintenance. Students will also have opportunities to engage in a wide variety of 

learning activities, projects, and discussions that will broaden their knowledge of IT concepts and promote acquisition 

of tech-related competencies.  
 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

The study of a world language provides an opportunity for students to view a culture other than their own through the 

language of that culture.  It is recommended that for maximum benefit students devote at least four years of study to the 

world language. The ability to communicate in a second or third language is increasingly important in the global village 

in which we live. 

  
We provide a five-year sequence of study in two modern languages - German and Spanish. Level 1 introduces the 

comprehension skills of listening and reading as well as the production skills of speaking and writing, and the refinement 

of these skills occurs in the subsequent levels, culminating in an AP course. Students use the language as a means of 

communication. Daily instruction includes cultural material related to the language so that students become sensitive to 

the cultural appropriateness of the language as well as the linguistic accuracy.  

 

We recommend that native speakers of Spanish take German I to familiarize themselves with the structural 

terminology of language learners. Native speakers of Spanish who want to take a Spanish course should meet 

(prior to scheduling) with a Spanish teacher to determine the level of placement in a Spanish class based on their 

academic performance and language ability. 

  
Along with German and Spanish we are offering the opportunity to begin the study of Mandarin Chinese for a select 

number of 10th, 11th and 12th graders who maintain enrollment in their first studied language. The Chinese program 

would be a distance learning partnership that uses technology to interact with the Chinese teacher and students from 

other schools. Interested and eligible students may obtain program details during course selection. (See selection criteria 

for Mandarin Chinese.)  
 

German I/Spanish I  
Course #5001/5013 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Strong language arts and study skills recommended 

This course begins to train students in the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The acquisition of a 

basic vocabulary and grammatical structures, as well as communication in a second language is the focus of the course. 

In addition, an introduction to the countries, the people, and their cultures is integrated into the course.  Instruction 

utilizes partner and small group activities to provide maximum opportunities for language use. These activities 

encourage students to communicate basic information about themselves and their surroundings. 

 

German II/Spanish II  
Course #5002/5014 

1.0 Credit (Year); Level 1 

Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 
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Prerequisite: Final grade of “C” or better in German I or Spanish I or with a recommendation from current German 

I/Spanish I teacher may elect this course.  

In this course students continue to develop and practice the skills from Level I.  The primary means of communication 

in the second year by the teacher and the students is the target language. Students will increasingly speak at a level 

beyond the individual word level and also will become acquainted with the concepts of time and tense. They begin to 

develop the ability to talk and write about events not only in the present but also in the past and future. Various aspects 

of the target culture, especially those related to students’ lives and interests, receive a continued emphasis, and strategies 

are used daily that maximize student involvement and communication through partner and group work. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
 
The ELL class is designed for students whose primary language is not English. The classes meet daily for multiple 

periods based on the level of proficiency. The purpose of the class is to improve the listening, speaking, reading and 

writing skills of English language learners. The class helps to accommodate students in the content areas to acquire the 

skills necessary to be successful in other academic disciplines. The ELL classroom is a place to explore the English 

language and to become more proficient in English. Grades are based on quizzes, tests, writing assignments, oral 

presentations, projects, and homework. Students are encouraged to speak English in the class. 

 

ELL Level 1 - Beginners 
Course #5401 

The class provides instruction for students with no or very limited English language proficiency. It is for students who 

have been in the U.S. from 0-2 years. The language skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing 

are presented to each student in developmental and natural acquisition order. Instructional emphasis is on developing 

the BASIC INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION SKILL (BICS) level of the learner, in order for them to acquire 

a survival/basic conversational oral proficiency in English and the rudiments of reading and writing. The ELL instructor 

serves as a resource for the general education teachers in supporting the needs of the ELL student.  

 

ELL Level 2 – Intermediates  
Course #5402 

The class provides instruction for students with a limited, labored English proficiency. The content of instruction is 

designed to increase the student’s BICS (introduced in level 1) and to introduce them to the basic stages of COGNITIVE 

ACADEMIC LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (CALP), which is necessary for success in the regular classroom. 

Instructional emphasis is on increasing listening comprehension, vocabulary and grammatical knowledge, while 

incorporating and using reading and writing skills that are appropriate to the needs of the student. The ELL instructor 

continues to be a resource for the general education teachers. 

 

ELL Level 3 – Advanced  
Course #5403 

The students also are enrolled in an additional English course at this level. The class provides instruction for students 

who can function fairly independently in the regular classroom. The content of ELL 3 is designed to refine the student’s 

CALP level of language in reading and writing. Particular emphasis is given to mastering reading and writing skills 

applicable in all academic and career situations and allowing the student to function independently. The ELL instructor 

continues to be a resource for the education teachers.   

 

ELL Level 4 – Bridging  

Course #5404 

The students are also enrolled in an additional English course at this level.  The class provides English Language 

instruction that focuses on the production of academic language in speech and writing.  In addition, the ELL instructor 

provides support for other courses.  The content of ELL 4 is designed to enhance academic vocabulary (CALP) for 

general education courses outside the ELL department.  The goal is to give students more responsibility and time 

management for their learning and independence.  The ELL instructor continues to be a resource for students, 

teachers, and family.  
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9th Grade Sample Scheduling Examples Sheet 

 

This worksheet illustrates six examples of freshman schedules you could build based on (1) Math and LA 

recommendations, (2) Music interests, (3) World Language, (4) Study Halls, and (5) other electives.  If you need a 

double LA and/or double Algebra I class, these will take up one or both elective periods.      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

BUILD YOUR OWN SCHEDULE 

Pd 1st Semester 2nd Semester 

 Homeroom 

1 My Language Arts course: 

2 World History 

3 My Science course: 

4 My Math course: 

 Lunch 

5 Wellness I  

6   

7   


